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The following Sermons were preached by the 
lamented Author bnt a short time before his death. 
They are published by permission of his widow, in 
faith and hope, and with prayer for the Divine 
blessing that the edification and comfort they were 
the means of imparting to those who heard them 
from the author's own lips, may be largely shared 
by others, by whom that privilege was not en- 
joyed. 
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SEEMON I. 



A GROUND OF EEJOICING IN ALL AGES. 



PsAiM cxviii, 24. 

"This is the day which the Lord hath made; we 
will rejoice and be glad in it." 

The Church, previous to the coming of 
Messiah, in faith of the promises made, 
celebrated the wonders to be achieved over 
the enemies of God and man; exulting, 
that despite all the envy, and rage, and cor- 
responding attempts of the wicked, the Son 
of God would become the chief comer stone, 
the sure foundation of His living temple. 
Thus, in the twenty-third verse, we read, 
" The stone which the builders refused is 
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become the head stone of the comer. This 
is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes," And then follows the declara- 
tion in the text, '^ This is the day which 
the Lord hath made ;" evidently referring 
to the office and exaltation of Christ as 
head stone of the comer — identical with 
that period of which the prophet Isaiah 
speaks in the eighth verse of his forty- 
ninth chapter, ^' Thus saith the Lord, In 
an acceptable time have I heard thee, and 
in a day of salvation have I helped thee ;" 
a passage, the meaning of which St. Paul 
explains to be (in his Second Epistle to 
the Corinthians), '^ Behold, now is the 
accepted time ; Behold, now is the day of 
salvation." Now — ^the entire period of 
the gospel dispensation, in which salvation 
has been accomplished, and is proclaimed 
throughout the world- 

We have first to consider the assertion, 
and secondly the resolution in the text. 

The assertion: ^'This is the day which 
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the Lord hath made." We have just ob- 
served that the season in which salvation 
was wrought out and the glad tidings made 
known to aU nations for the obedience of 
faith, a period not yet terminated, is here 
alluded to. And the question immediately 
arises, "Why is it especially declared to be 
the day which the Lord hath made ? And 
the reply will be. Because the constitution 
of Christ to be the Mediator between God 
and men J and His great redeeming work 
whereby the guilty are saved, must be ex- 
clusively attributed to the Divine Wisdom. 
In that dispensation of which Christ is the 
sum and the centre, are hid all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge. It could 
then have been contrived by none but by 
Him whose understanding is infinite ! 
That He who in the beginning was with 
God, and who was God — ^a pure, self-ex- 
istent, perfect spirit— possessed of aU good 
— of entire blessedness — ^that He should 
become one with a creature, a worm, at an 
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infinite distance from Him — that He should 
be willing to become a feeble infant, to be 
made in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
therein exposed to privation, and sorrow, 
and shame, and death — and this not for 
Himself, but for sinful men, in their stead, 
that they might be redeemed from the 
hands of justice, and renewed in the spirit 
of their minds, and raised to the world of 
glory; who^ but the only wise God, could 
have produced and carried out so grand a 
design, in which He might be just, and at 
the same time the jmtifier of all who should 
belieVe in the name of His only begotten 
Son ? The whole scheme of the gospel, 
the elements of the salvation it announces, 
bringing life and immortality to light, and 
ushering in a day of blessing to the world, 
must be exclusively attributed to the 
Fountain of Wisdom; and the acknow- 
ledgment reverently arise from the heait 
of every Christian, " This is the day which 
the Lord hath made ! " 
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And the ground of this assertion will 
further appear if we consider the perfection 
of the Saviour's work. He put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself. He is the 
end of the law (the consummation or com- 
pletion of all that the law requires) for 
righteousness to every one that believeth 
with reference to the redemption of men; 
He left nothing undone. '^ Ye," said St. 
Paul to the Colossians, '^are complete in 
Him ! His right hand and His holy arm 
have gotten the victory" — have triumphed, 
without the co-operation of any created 
being, over the powers of darkness. And 
in the illumination of the understanding 
He is supreme ! He commissions His 
Spirit, as the Spirit of Truth, to bring men 
out of darkness and the shadow of death ; 
to guide his people into all truth. ^^ No 
man knoweth the Father save the Son, and 
he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
Him." 

By the discoveries of His love, by the 
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infdsion of the grace of His Spirit, He 
attracts to Himself the poor, and the help- 
less, and the guilty, for safety and supply, 
for strength and salvation. And at the 
period of His second coming to reign in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem and before 
His ancients gloriously, and to fill the 
whole earth with His glory, the renovation 
of the universe will be His sole work, who 
proclaims, '' Behold, / make all things 
new!" 

The weekly sabbath of Christians is 
unquestionably of Divine appointment; 
the day the disciples were directed to 
keep. For had they not been so instructed 
the apostles and their followers would not 
have assembled on the first day of the 
week — nor would their meetings have re- 
ceived such signal marks of their Lord's 
approval, as on the day of Pentecost and 
on innumerable occasions since, when the 
special benediction of the Most High has 
rested on His children. All the hopes of 
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the Church having been suspended on the 
Redeemer's conquest over the grave — ^the 
day of His resurrection was indeed that of 
her salvation, and is therefore most appro- 
priately observed as her weekly rest — her 
day of solemn and joyful worship. 

But the assertion before us not only 
attests an impressive fact, but is declara- 
tory of the psalmist's experience. We 
know that the terms day and night are 
sometimes used in Scripture in a meta- 
phorical sense; the night denoting a 
season of darkness and distress ; the day 
a time of light and blessing. 

The inspired writer, whether detailing 
his own condition or that of the entire 
Church, had been emancipated from suf- 
fering. From verses preceding the text 
we learn that he had encountered sharp 
eonflicts with his foes — ^had been exposed 
to threatening dangers. He had been 
severely visited by the chastising hand of 
God. But the night of gloom had passed 
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away, and a day of brightness had suc- 
ceeded. And for this he felt that he was 
entirely indebted to Him who not only has 
a mighty arm, and therefore is able to save, 
but who will save, " because His mercy 
endureth for ever ! " 

Thus he declares, "Jehovah is my strength 
and song, and is become my salvation." He 
knew that his deliverance was entirely of 
the Lord. And all who are taught of God 
entertain a similar persuasion. They do 
not attribute their emancipation from the 
guilt, and bondage, and darkness of an 
unconverted state in the smallest degree 
to any effort or achievement or goodness 
of their own. They ascribe their redemp- 
tion from the curse solely to the spotless 
Lamb, bleeding, agonizing, dying for them 
on Calvary. And their knowledge of this 
redemption, their appreciation of its ble&s- 
ings, arising from a deep-seated conviction 
of their hopeless ruin without it, they 
refer to the life-giving, illuminating power 
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of the Holy Ghost, and to that only ; that 
He who translated them from the kingdom 
of darkness into marvellous light, led 
them beneath the beams of the Sun of 
Eighteousness to be enlivened, and sanc- 
tified, and comforted, is none other than 
the Father of mercies, the God of all grace. 
And of every such visitation of light, 
every renewed season of consolation, they 
unreservedly and gratefully avow, "This is 
the day tvhich the Lord hath made ! " 
*^ Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but 
unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy 
and for Thy truth's sake." 

The assertion we are considering not 
only attests an impressive fact, and is de- 
claratory of the believer's experience, but 
it may be regarded as the language of 
ardent expectation. When the words re- 
lating to the exaltation of Christ and the 
period of gospel grace were spoken, their 
accomplishment was future. The advent 
of the Son of God, and all the blessings 
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to spring from it, were matter of anticipa- 
tion. But in the confidence of faith the 
inspired writer speaks of the day as though 
it had dawned. ^^ The stone which the. 
builders refused is becoine the head stone of 
the corner.^'^ To the spiritual Israelite — 
the ancient Church — this constituted the 
chief object of faith. And ^^ faith is the 
substance of things hoped for — the evi- 
dence of things not seen." 

But, my brethren, the Day spring from 
on high has visited us, not merely in the 
prophetic testimony, the word of immuta- 
ble truth, but in actual fruition. 

This^ the day in which we live, is the 
day which the Lord hath made ! For 
more than one thousand eight hundred 
years its light has shone, and men have 
participated in its cheering beams. And 
we look for its full development when the 
Spirit shall be poured out upon all flesh, 
and the Eedeemer shall have dominion 
from sea to sea, and from the river unto 
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the ends of the earth ; when all kings 
shall fall down before Him, and all nations 
shall serve him ; when from the rising 
of the sun unto the going down of the 
same His name shall be great among the 
Gentiles, and in every place incense shall 
be offered unto His name, and a pure offer- 
ing; when tho groans of creation shall 
be hushed, and the Prince of Peace shall 
reign supreme in every heart and in every 
land. Then Paradise will be regained, and 
the multitude of the saved will acknow- 
ledge that the mighty achievement is the 
Lord's — ^the day which He hath made ! 

The resolution avowed next claims our 
notice, " We will rejoice and be glad in it." 

Those before the coming of Christ, who 
in spirit as well as by descent were the 
children of faithful Abraham, relied on 
the promises of God concerning Messiah, 
looking for their fulfilment and waiting for 
the consolation of Israel. And by the 
announcement of this desired day, the 
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prophets sought to animate and cheer the 
people. " Eejoice greatly, daughter of 
Zion; shout, daughter of Jerusalem; 
Behold, thy King cometh unto thee. He 
is just, and having salvation." " Tour 
father Abraham," said Jesus to the un- 
believing Jews, " rejoiced to see my day, 
and he saw it and was glad." 

And if so long before the accomplish- 
ment of the promise patriarchs and true- 
hearted Israelites were strong in faith, 
giving glory to God, exulting in Messiah's 
day, how much greater cause have we to 
cultivate a glad and grateful spirit ! we 
who do not see the promises '' afar off" as 
they did; but, as our Lord said to His 
disciples, " Blessed are your eyes, for they 
see ; and your ears, for they hear. For I 
say unto you, that many prophets and 
righteous men have desired to see those 
things which ye see, and have not seen 
them ; and to hear those things which ye 
hear, and have not heard them." '' They 
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received not the promise, God having pro- 
vided some better thing for us, that they 
without us should not be made perfect." 
Looking back to Bethlehem and Calvary, 
to the Mount of Olives, and the day of 
Pentecost, to nations sitting in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, we are re- 
minded that "God was manifest in the 
flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on 
in the world, received up into glory." 

The prediction — "By His knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many, 
for He shall bear their iniquities," is ful- 
filled. He HAS made peace by His blood ! 
" Blotting out the hand-writing of ordi- 
nances that was against us, which was con- 
trary to us. He took it out of the way, nail- 
ing it to His cross. And having been made 
perfect through suffering,Hehas become the 
author of eternal salvation to all them that 
obey Him. The Father loves the Son, and 
has given all things into His hand." Ho 
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has received gifts for men — the priceless 
gift of the Divine Spirit^ by whose grace 
the preaching of the cross has been, and 
still is, to them that are saved the power 
of God ! 

Let then " the Holy Church throughout 
all the world '' adopt this resolution (is it 
possible that she could refrain from doing 
so ?) in reference to the day of her Ee- 
deemer's mediatorial conquests, '' We will 
rejoice and be glad in it." 

The reality of the gospel, its substantial 
blessings, its manifold assurances that 
every one of its recipients shall witness 
far grander scenes in the glories of the 
future kingdom, and experience bliss un- 
speakably greater than can be conceived 
of in the life that now is, may well inspire 
all who have embraced the truth as it is in 
Jesus with the determination to rejoice. 

And as on this day, the first day of the 
week, when He (who had been previously 
consigned to the tomb as a stone which the 
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builders refused) arose victorious over 
every foe, it should ever be a day of 
devout and joyful contemplation ; the 
events it commemorates being inseparably 
identified "witb the eternal well-being of 
our soul ; and the rest, the future glorious 
rest, of which it is a type, and for which 
its hallowed engagements are designed to 
prepare us, being the consummation of our 
felicity. 

We should then think of, and strive by 
the help of the quickeniag Spirit to realize 
as we are able, the uninterrupted peace, 
the ineffable purity, the sublime worship 
and praise of that sabbath — ^the heavenly 
rest ! Then we shall be '^m the Spirit on 
the Lord's day." Then we shall sympa- 
thize with the fervent and resolute purpose 
of the psalmist, ^' We will rejoice and be 
glad in it." 

But we discoursed on the assertion in 
the text as a record of the believer* s expe- 
rience^ — that by the divine mercy and 
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power he had been delivered from sorrow 
and from conflict, and conducted to the 
Eock of Ages to find shelter and salvation 
there. And will not the resolution in the 
text be his ? and his also as to that effi- 
cacious grace by which his emancipation 
from sin and ignorance has been effected ? 
Are there some to whom the humbling 
recollection occurs that they once loved 
darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil? — ^having no real desire 
to resemble the Holy One, no thirst for 
God, for the living God, no care but for 
their love of pleasure and of the world, or, 
it may be, that their pride and ambition 
might be gratified ? Was the very mention 
of these things an offence to them, so that 
when pressed with their solemnity and 
importance they recoiled with displeasure, 
or, trembling at the touch of that word 
which is quick and powerful and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, their deceitful 
hearts secretly dismissed the intruder with 
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a promise to recall him at a more conve- 
nient season. 

And may it be asked of one thus alie- 
nated jErom God, "Did your sentiments and 
affections at length experience a change ? 
"Was the commandment holy, just, and 
good, discovered in its spiritual require- 
ments ? Did you perceive that you were 
fast tied and bound with the chain of your 
iniquities? that a burden of guilt was 
ready to crush you ? that your immortal 
interests were in great peril ? that 
though bearing the Christian name your 
religion was cold, formal, profitless ? and 
that without the interposition of God you 
must be undone ? And were the eyes of 
your understanding enlightened to see 
that God had interposed? had sent His 
Son into the world, not to condemn the 
world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved ? that as the Divine Pro- 
phet He had been imparting to you His 
invaluable instruction — shining into your 

c 
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heart, not only that sin's exceeding sinful- 
ness might be discovered, but that you 
might behold Him as the great High 
Priest who had given Himself for us, an 
ofltering and a sacrifice to God of a sweet- 
smelling savour, and might be constrained 
to bow to His sceptre as the King in Zion, 
desiring to be moulded into His image, 
to be sanctified wholly by His Spirit. And 
with this experience of the light, will you 
not resolve to rejoice and be glad ? Nay, 
in favoured moments, when under distinct 
and powerful impressions of the fulness 
andfreeness of His salvation, and of your 
perfect warrant to embrace it, could you 
refrain from adopting the language of the 
prophet, '^ I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God ; 
for He hath clothed me with the garments 
of salvation^ He hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness; as a bridegroom 
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a 
bride adometh herself with her jewels." 
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Again, in seasons of temptation and 
bereavement, grief and perplexity, when 
the Christianas sonl has been cast down 
within him, the strength, the peace, the 
guidance, the precious value vouchsafed ; 
the proofs he has had, too sacred perhaps 
to impart to any human ear, that God is 
nigh to all that call upon Him, that He 
never fails those who trust in Him, so that 
the night of depression has been succeeded 
by the inspiring day, prompting him with 
an enlarged heart to pursue his heaven- 
ward journey — ^will he not rejoice and be 
glad in it? 

And beUevers too will rejoice in pros- 
pect of the meridian light of the day which 
the Lord hath made. Among the sure 
promises concerning Zion, hastening to 
their fulfilment, we notice, "They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun- 
tain, for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea.'^ " Violence shall no more 

G 2 
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be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruc- 
tion within thy borders, but thou shalt 
call thy walls Salvation and thy gates 
Praise. The sun shall be no more thy light 
by day, neither for brightness shall the 
moon give light unto thee ; but the Lord 
shall be unto thee an everlasting light, 
and thy God thy glory. Thy sim shall no 
more go down, neither shall thy moon 
withdraw itself, for the Lord shall be thine 
everlasting light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall be ended." Anticipating 
that blissful period, let us rejoice and be 
glad ; and strive to comprehend, and pre- 
pare to unite in, the inspired anthem, 
"Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and 
ever." 

Finally, if there be one present who has 
no real sympathy with the spirit of the 
text, no desire to participate in the light 
of the day of grace, the harbinger of the 
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day of glory ; whose thoughts, and labours, 
and hopes, are bound up with the present 
perishable world, trusting its hollow pro- 
mises, grasping after its fading possessions, 
eager in pursuit of its perilous pleasures, 
with what dismay must this willing exile 
from the incomparable light and purity, 
the elevating joys of the glorious gospel, 
hear the summons to appear before the 
dread tribunal ! And, speechless there, 
unable to justify his neglect of the great 
salvation, be consigned to that woful and 
interminable darkness his rejection of the 
light now so righteously merits. Would 
to God that such might pause in their in- 
fatuated career, and resolve, by the help 
of the Almighty Spirit, from this hour to 
seek in the first place the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and continuing 
stedfast, they will gratefully, again and 
again, reflect on this eventful yet most 
blessed period of their history, exclaiming, 
" This is the day which the Lord hath made^ 
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we wiU rejoice and be glad in it." And 
oh I may the impression be deep in all our 
hearts. To be carnally minded is death, 
but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace. Who hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. 
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TRUE HAPPINESS. 



Psalm cxvi, 7. 

^'Return unto thy rest, my soul; for the Lord 
hath dealt bountifully with thee." 

The psalmist, it is evident from the 
context, had encountered deep affliction. 
So severe were his suflferings, that he al- 
most despaired of life I But having learnt 
to prize the throne of grace ',-knowtnff 
that Sis arm, who sat thereon, was not 
shortened, that it could not save, nor His 
ear heavy that it could not hear; — ^he 
availed himself of the privilege of access, 
to invoke relief and deliverance ! " This 
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poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 
and saved him out of all his troubles." 
And now^ he counsels his spirit no longer 
to remain a captive in the gloomy cham- 
bers of fear and apprehension; to cease 
from its disquiet ; and to seek the inviting 
shelter of serenity and repose. " Eetum 
unto thy rest, my soul; for the Lord 
hath dealt bountifully with thee." 

And this inspiring charge will find a 
response in the hearts of all who "have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious ;" who have 
proved Him to be the hearer and answerer 
of prayer. For without asserting that in 
every minute particular the experience of 
all Christians universally accords — ^it is 
yet true that in the great leading elements 
of a life of faith, there is entire uniformity* 
For has not each one to pursue the same 
journey? to encounter the same foes? 
Are not all taught by the same Spirit, 
furnished with the same rule of faith, and 
directed to the same sources of consolation? 
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Thus, in the mental and spiritual exercises 
and sorrows of ancient believers preserved 
in the sacred records, Christians now dis- 
cover their own cases depicted, and are 
encouraged to adopt the very words of 
those who have preceded them in the vale 
of tears, in the field of conflict, or on the 
mount of deliverance. 

Privileged indeed are they who are 
enabled to appreciate the psalmist's coun- 
sel; " Eetum unto thy rest, my soul ; 
for the Lord dealt bountifully with thee." 

In considering the passage, we have to 
notice — 

I.— The claim— "Thy rest, my 
soul.'' 

II. — ^The invitation — "Eetum imto 
thy rest, my soul." 

III.— The plea— "for the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee." 

First — ^The claim — "Thy rest, my 
soul." 

The expression rest denotes a cessation 
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from labour — tranquillity of mind — a secure 
and peaceable habitation — ^as Canaan was 
designed to be to Israel. In the text it is 
evidently employed to describe a place of 
quietness and tepose. And this, in the 
impressive and figurative language of 
Scripture, the ever blessed God is repre- 
sented to be to his children. 

Thus they are counselled by the psalmist 
to " rest in the Lord ;" in Him, who is 
celebrated as their dwelling place in all 
generations; that divine and spiritual 
abode, realized by faith^ though undis- 
cemed by the eye of sense^ wherein safety, 
rest, comfort, are to be foimd. In every 
perflSbtion of his nature. His children find 
rest, not only in his goodness, but in His 
holiness ! His holiness, though pregnant 
with terror to the wicked, the finally im- 
penitent, the rejecters of the gospel, be- 
cause to them it will prove a consuming 
fire — ^that majestic and awful attribute 
constitutes the believer's refuge. For 
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he beholds God, glorious in holiness, and 
yet a Saviour in Christ Jesus ! 

In the intense anguish, the mysterious 
sufferings of the Son of God, he marks 
the fulfilment of the prophetic declaration 
" The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all." He sees in the Eedeemer's 
victorious egress from the tomb, that by 
His obedience unto death He expiated the 
guilt of men— magnified the law and made 
it honourable ; and that in pardoning ini- 
quity — ^blotting out the transgressions of 
the sinner who believes in Jesus — God is 
no less righteous — pre-eminent in holi- 
ness — ^than he is pre-eminent in grace ! 

But not only in the method of his 
acceptance with God does the Christian 
recbgnize holiness triumphant, he learns 
that the Eternal Spirit, proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, is bestowed in the 
covenant of redemption in the plenitude 
of his sanctifying power, to create him 
anew, to emancipate him from the dark- 
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ness and impurity of his fallen state — ^to 
strengthen and encourage him in striving 
to do the will of God, to conform him to 
the image of his Saviour, and at length to 
present him faultless before the presence 
of the Divine glory with exceeding joy. 
Thus, in this august attribute^ the in- 
effable holiness of Him who is of purer 
eyes than to behold evil, and who cannot 
look upon iniquity, the believer finds rest 
to his soul. 

We may proceed to remark that the 
power, the wisdom, the goodness of Je- 
hovah, all constitute a place of rest to His 
children. Those who dwell in Him are 
encircled by omnipotence. He who made 
the heavens and the earth, the sea and all 
that therein is, who upholdeth all things 
by the word of His power — ^He that sitteth 
on the circle of the earth, and the in- 
habitants thereof are grasshoppers — that 
stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain — 
and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell 



TEUE HAPPINESS. 29 

in, — He sustains His elect with His 
mighty arm— He encompasses them with 
His favour as with a shield. In conjunc- 
tion with infinite power, the Divine wisdom 
can rescue the Christian from all danger, 
can extricate from every perplexity, can 
overcome difficulties insurmountable by 
human might, or human skill. The only 
wise God knows how to deKver the godly 
out of temptation, and to baffle all designs 
of the evil one. There is no wisdom or 
counsel against Him. He has done, he 
cannot but do, all things well. Nothing 
is too hard for him, who is able to do ex- 
ceeding abimdantly above all that we ask 
or think. 

And then, His goodness ! Who can 
declare it ? Who can reckon up its un- 
searchable treasures? In the world to 
come the memory of His great goodness will 
be a perpetual theme of interest and de- 
light to seraphs and glo'rified saints. From 
that inexhaustible source, gifts incom- 
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parably precious have flowed down to men. 
The Son ; the Spirit ; Himself, in all the 
fulness of His grace, God has given to be 
the portion of His children for ever. 

Is it possible to meditate on such a rest 
as this — the high security — ^the matchless 
immunities — ^the infinite store of blessing 
it presents — and not rise superior to every 
alarm, exulting in so efficacious an anti- 
dote to all grief, in so ample a supply for 
all the needs of the soul ? 

Who can disturb or injure those who 
rely upon it, who abide within it ? Let a 
man's foes be as numerous and formidable 
and fierce as they may, would he not he 
calm and at rest if surrounded by a wall of 
fire? for as surely as they attempted to 
approach him, they would be consumed. 
And has not God declared concerning 
Zion, " I will be unto her a wall of fire 
round about, and the glory in the midst of 
her ? " *And may irot the children of Zion 
claim an interest in, and confide in this 
great promise ? 
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Again : This rest is imperishable — immu- 
tability belongs to it. The Lord has pro- 
claimed from His holy habitation, " I 
change not — therefore the sons of Jacob 
are not consumed." ^^ As the mountains 
are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord 
is round about His people from hence- 
forth even for ever.'^^ " The mountains 
shall depart, and the hills be removed, but 
my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be 
removed, saith the Lord, that hath mercy 
on thee." 

The psalmist, rejoicing in his privilege, 
-sserts — " Thy rest, my soul." And so 
may every one of like spirit ; for God said 
to Abram, (and they that be of faith 
are blessed with faithful Abram), '^ Fear 
not, I am thy shield and thy exceeding 
great reward ; I will be a God to thee, and 
to thy seed after thee." And so in suc- 
ceeding days, " I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people." And our Lord 
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reminds His disciples — '^I ascend unto 
my Father and your Father, to my God 
and YOUR God." No wonder then that 
we hear a believer saying, " My flesh and 
my heart faileth, but God is the strength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever." 
No wonder that the church joyfully ex- 
claims — " This God is our God for ever 
and ever. He will be our guide even 
unto death." 

The adorable Jehovah, then constitutes 
the rest of all the sanctified ! the Father 
who loved them, and commended His love 
in that while they were yet sinners, Christ 
died for them. The Son, who though 
rich, yet for their sakes became poor — 
descending from His heavenly throne, and 
coming into the world to save sinners — 
who in accents full of tenderness and 
grace addressed the weary — " Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek 
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and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls." 

The Spirit ! the third person in the 
Divine Trinity — ^who gives light and life — 
sanctifies and comforts — introduces to an 
acquaintance with our only and most 
blessed rest — and though we were as 
sheep going astray, constrains to return to 
the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. 

To realize our acceptance in the Be- 
loved — to perceive the love of the Father — 
the grace of the Son — and the communion 
of the Holy Ghost, this is the rest, 
this the refreshing ! Known and en- 
gaged in measure on earth — to be known 
and enjoyed without measure in heaven — 
there to dwell in love and to dwell in God 
to all eternity ! Happy they who having 
heard the joyful sound, the glad tidings 
of the glorious rest revealed in the word 
of truth, the gospel of our salvation, have 
abandoned every other resting place ; and 
in reference to this, and this only^ humbly 
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and gratefully adopt the psalmist's claim, 
*' Thy rest, my soul." 

But we pass on to notice in the Second 
placCj the invitation — " Ketum." 

The condition of the inspired penman 
had been the ver^ opposite of tranquillity — 
He had been almost brought to desolation 
by sorrow and calamity. 

And, my brethren, according to the de- 
gree in which our faith gives way in 
affliction, do we lose the perception and 
the sustaining comfort of our rest. 

Thus we find David, on one occasion, 
saying, I shall now perish one day by the 
hand of Saul ! He prgot that God was 
mightier than Saul ! that He too was 
faithfulness and truth ! and would not 
suffer him to be tempted above that he 
was able to bear ! Or, this would be an 
anchor both sure and steadfast to his 
harassed spirit. He would have cast his 
care upon his omnipotent Helper, and 
have found security and repose in Him. 
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And whenever in times of alarm and 
trouble the spirit, well nigh overwhelmed, 
is ready to conclude I am cut off from be- 
fore Thine eyes — ^it is the course of true 
wisdom to look again (as did the prophet) 
to His holy temple — to remember the in- 
finite power and unchanging goodness of 
Him who dwells there — ^to carry and 
commit to Him every burden, and so 
to find relief and repose. "Walking by 
sight and not by faith, looking at the 
waves (rather than at Him who controls 
them) awakening disquietude and appre- 
hension, is a virtual forsaking of our all- 
sufficient — our glorious rest. On the 
other hand, to approach Him in prayer — 
in meditation upon His perfections — His 
exceeding great and precious promises — 
consigning to Him our every difficulty 
and pressure and grief — either to remove 
them quite away, or, if it rather seems 
good to Him, to inspire with strength 
patiently and hopefully to bear them — 

D 2 
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assured that He is making all to work to- 
gether for good. This is to return to, to 
realize afresh, the blessedness of our rest. 
As to the present world, this alone can 
give freedom from anxiety, can quiet the 
undue and restless craving after earthly 
good. "Whenever, then, trouble, or sor- 
row, or apprehended ill, seizes our hearts 
(and how often it is so !), is it not indeed 
our happiness to urge this invaluable 
counsel, " Eetum unto thy rest, my 
soul?" And then as to the life of the soul, 
the great work of preparation for eternity 
— if we lose sight of God as He has re- 
vealed Himself in His dear Son, ^ ' 7ust and 
the Justifier " of all who believe — ^if, like 
the Galatians, we cease to stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ has made 
us free, and are bewitched into the indul- 
gence of a self-righteous spirit, it may be 
testified of us, as of ancient Israel — 
" They have forgotten their resting place," 
or a charge similar to the affecting rebuke 
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of our Lord to the Ephesian church, come 
home to us, '' I have somewhat against 
thee, because thou hast forsaken thy first 
love." And we must arise again to a true 
estimate of the perfection of Christ's 
work — ^we must return beneath the shadow 
of the Eock that was smitten for us. 

By earnest devout Contemplation, de- 
pending on the blessed Spirit, without 
whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy, 
to direct and sanctify our thoughts, we 
must obtain fresh and distinct and intense 
impressions of the reality of the Saviour's 
atonement, of the efficacy of His blood to 
wash out the deep transgressions of the 
soul — of the glory of His righteousness— 
and the all-suited and ample supply of his 
grace — -free to the guiltiest, the most help- 
less, who come to Him. For unless we 
thus return, sin and fear will disturb and 
depress and unnerve ; we shall be exiled 
from peace and hope and joy, till in the 
exercise of faith, and in a diligent use of 
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the means of restoration, we regain onr 
rest — even the rock that is higher than we 
are. 

But not only if onr apprehensions be- 
come darkened on that great point — ^the 
all-important article of acceptance with 
God, do we need the invitation to return; 
but if we do not remain steadfast in resist- 
ing sin, do we as urgently, on the mo- 
mentous truth of our sanctification, re- 
quire to be conjured to return; our 
inward resemblance to God is as truly 
the work of Christ by His Spirit, that we 
may be disciplined, and made meet for 
heaven, as His obedience unto death was 
His work that we might be justified — that 
a title to the inheritance might be ours. 
And for this express purpose it pleased the 
Father that in Him should all fulness 
dwell. Now if we yield to the dominion 
of some evil principle or passion of our 
fallen corrupt nature, we cease to be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of His 
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miglit. We have to learn that it is in- 
dispensably needful to abide in Christ; 
for as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself 
except it abide in the vine, neither can we, 
except we abide in Him, The fruit of 
earnest conflict with every temptation ; of 
unwearied watchfulness that we are not 
ensnared into evil ; the precious fruits of 
the Spirit — love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance ; these can only be produced 
^y a constant cleaving to the Saviour — 
abiding in Him without whom we can do 
nothing. And there can be no settled 
peace — ^no true repose without these. For 
it is only as we learn of Him, and strive 
to resemble Him who is meek and lowly in 
heart, that we find rest unto our souls. 
Then, if in this respect we have forgotten 
our rest, is it not our highest interest, as 
well as our solemn obligation, to confess 
our wanderings and to retrace our steps ? 
as repenting Israel determines, " I will 
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go and return to my first husband ; for 
then was it better with me than now." 
While we keep silence — ^pain, restlessness, 
fear, are in the ascendant. But returning 
to Him, whose grace is sufficient for us— ^ 
pardon and strength, purity, serenity, and 
joy, become our portion. And He will 
raise us to Himself, and fulfil in us all the 
good pleasure of His goodness, and the 
work of faith with power; will be our 
covert, our hiding place, our sure defence 
against all the enemies of our salvation — 
and having enabled us to overcome, will 
introduce to perfect, to eternal rest — 
granting us to sit with Him in tranquillity 
a^d dignity and felicity on His throne — 
even as He also overcame and is seated 
with the Father on His throne. 

And in the prospect of departure from 
the world, how apJ>ropriate is the invitation 
in the text, as it is recorded of a martyr 
at the stake, who, as the flames wwe 
idiildling roimd him, s^g, " Return unta 
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thy rest, my soul." And this brings us 
Thirdly to the plea — " For the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee." This is the 
argument by which the charge to return 
is enforced. In the context we read "The 
Lord preserveth the simple — I was brought 
low and He helped me. Thou hast delivered 
my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, 
and my feet from falling. I will walk 
before the Lord in the land of the living." 

In the sphere of providence^ God had 
been very gracious to His servant, and had 
saved him out of all his distresses. And 
surely all His children must acknowledge 
that from infancy He has watched over 
them by day and by night — preserved 
them from numerous dangers — marvel- 
lously interposed in the cases of some, in 
deUvering from great calamity. 

He has redeemed their lives from de- 
struction, and crowned them with loving- 
kindness and tender mercies. His bounty 
has not been withheld — His heart has not 
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grown cold; and they may each one 
write with the psalmist, " How precious 
are thy thoughts unto me, God, how 
great is the sum of them ! If I should 
count them, they are more in number 
than the sand ! " 

But with how much greater impressive- 
ness may they use this language of grate- 
ful adoration in regard to spiritual mercies, 
the riches of redeeming love ! "Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ, according as He hath chosen us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him in love : Having predestinated 
us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to Himself according to the good 
pleasure of His will ; to the praise of the 
glory of His grace, wherein He hath made 
us accepted in the Beloved." 

He hath done marvellously good and 
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great things already. But there are 
greater things in store. There is the 
marriage supper of the Lamb — there is 
the hidden manna — the tree of life in the 
midst of fhe Paradise of God, The sanc- 
tified are to walk with their Saviour in 
white robes — probes of eternal beauty — 
garments of salvation. On them He will 
write his new name. He is preparing a 
place for them, and where he is they shall 
be — and shall come with songs and ever- 
lasting joy on their heads, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 

What an omnipotent motive in the re- 
membrance of what He has done in provi- 
dence and grace — what He has engaged 
to do, to charge upon our souls this return ! 
How can we live away from Him, whose 
astonishing love has devised and accom- 
plished so much for our eternal felicity, 
and at the cost of His own Son's humilia- 
tion, agony, and death ! 

What encouragement, in the considera- 
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tion of His loving-kindness, may be found 
to resort unreservedly and confidingly to 
Him for the rest we so deeply and con- 
stantly need ! 

Let it be ours then, Christian, in very 
truth, this morning to enforce the charge, 
" Eeturn imto thy rest, O my soul." 

Some, possibly, may be in church to-day 
who have been seeking rest and finding 
none — seeking it in earthly fame, or 
wealth, or pleasure — yet experiencing, not- 
withstanding the attainment of these, an 
aching void all this world's good is unable 
to fill. 

Some, perhaps, have been seeking rest 
for a disturbed conscience in the zealous 
observance of outward religious duties — 
but they are still as far from peace, quiet- 
ness, and assurance, as ever. The true, the 
only rest is God in Christy reconciling the 
wld xmto Himself, not imputing iJieir 
trespasses unto them. And blessed be 
His name, this gracious, this all satisfying 
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rest is not hidden. It is not far off, that 
we should say in our hearts, Who shall 
ascend into heaven, or who shall decend 
into the deep, to obtain it? Nay, it is 
brought nigh to us — it is proclaimed in 
the word of truth — in the everlasting 
gospel, as a gift absolutely free — and in- 
finitely adapted to our need. Oh ! then 
let us hear His voice who is saying " Come 
unto me, and I will give you rest," Let 
us now acquaint ourselves with Him, and 
be at peace. Let the wanderer retrace his 
steps and return to the fold of the good 
Shepherd, and he shall be led in the green 
pastures and beside the still waters of re- 
deeming mercy, and shall have a foretaste, 
a pledge of the perfect, the immortal rest 
which remaineth for the people of God, 
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natiojStal prosperity. 



Pboveebs xxxiv, 14. 

'* Righteousness exalteth a nation: but ain is a 

reproach to any people." 

The word of God is a universal guide. 
"With the utmost clearness and precision 
it indicates to nations^ as well as to indi- 
viduals, the course in which true dignity, 
security, and happiness, are to be found. 
It announces and unfolds certain princi- 
ples — eternal and immutable principles — 
which constitute the sole basis of a nation's 
preservation and honour. 

It will be conceded that no one could 
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be better qualified to speak of these aright 
than Solomon, the royal preacher. But 
it is our imperative duty and high privi- 
lege to look above the preacher, however 
profound and accurate his experience, re- 
membering that he spake as he was moved 
by the Holy Gliost And though it may 
have been that mere worldly politicians in 
all ages have proved ignorant or regardless 
of the scripturally defined elements of 
national stability and greatness on the one 
hand, or of national decay and degradation 
on the other, in all the majesty, authority, 
and earnestness of truth, the omniscient 
and infallible Monitor, in words which can 
never be annulled or modified, because in 
them principles lasting as eternity are 
involved, ' proclaims — and proclaims this 
day^ to high and low, rich and poor toge- 
ther — " Eighteousness exalteth a nation, 
but sin is a reproach to any people." 
My brethren, the calamity of war,* 

* Preached on the day of humiliation on account of the war. 
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which in the providence of God has come 
upon this nation, is an occasion to remind 
us with much solemnity and impressive- 
ness of the truth conveyed in the text. 
However we may have bedn free from 
blame as to the origin of the conflict, the 
bare fact of its visitation is a grievous 
evih War in itself, with its accompani- 
ments of privation, and suffering, and 
cost ; the sacrifice of life, the breaches and 
desolation in families, is no light infliction. 
It has a voice loudly enjoining us to search 
and try our ways — to ascertain whether in 
truth we are possessed of the righteousness 
which exalts a nation — whether we are 
free from the sin which is a reproach. And 
if the result of the investigation be of a 
very humbling character — if with all our 
high privileges we are greatly deficient 
in the righteousness, and deeply touched 
with the sin — then we can have no diffi- 
culty in regarding this visitation as a mark 
of God's displeasure, urgently calling to 
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repentance and reformation : that so good 
in the highest and best sense may be the 
issue of this chastisement. 

Let us give all earnest heed while an 
attempt is made to explain the terms — ^to 
investigate the truths — and, finally, to apply 
to our own present circumstances the in- 
struction contained in the important decla- 
ration before us. 

First. — ^The terms Sin and Eighteous- 
ness. 

God has given a law, and inscribed it in 
His book for the rude both of communities 
and individuals. And we find Moses, the 
servant of the Lord, saying, "Now Israel, 
what doth the Lord thy God require of 
thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to 
walk in all His ways, and to love Him, 
and to serve the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and with all thy soul ; to keep 
the commandments of the Lord and His 
statutes, which I command thee this day 
for thy good." The transgression of the 

E 



50 NATIONAL PROSPERITY. 

law is sin. Sin, therefore, consists in a 
practical denial of the authority of God, 
and His claims to our homage and obe- 
dience. And in proportion to the advan- 
tages of a nation is the heinousness of the 
sin. " And now, inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem and men of Judah, judge I pray 
you betwixt me and my vineyard. What 
more could I have done to my vineyard that 
I have not done in it ? Wherefore when 
I looked that it should bring forth grapes 
brought it forth wild grapes ? " 

Take, for instance, a land illumined by 
the brightness of the gospel; the great 
truth, that " God is a spirit, and they that 
worship BDim must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth," acknowledged to be the 
vital element in religion, without which 
all seeming worship is utterly worthless ; 
and yet numbers resting in mere exter- 
nals, making it evident that though they 
have a form of godliness they deny the 
power ; — ^what can be a greater affront to 
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the Majesty of heaven ? The neglect and 
profanation of the sabbath, the ambition, 
pride, frivolity, covetousness ; multitudes 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God ; 
men glorying in their acquisitions, their 
knowledge, their power, their wealth, ra- 
ther than in the immortal Source of good 
— the one Fountain of all blessing. This, 
in those who have the Bible, the statutes 
and commands of Him who is the King, 
the Lawgiver, the Judge, constitutes foul 
and flagrant sin ! 

On the other hand, righteousness is con- 
formity to the Divine law. And (remem- 
bering that we are referring especially to 
nations) it includes an earnest concern and 
endeavour on the part of rulers and their 
subjects to frame all their statutes, to 
devise and execute all their plans and 
resolutions, by the directory of holy 
Scripture, guided by its precepts, encou- 
raged by its promises, and warned by its 
examples. It implies a close adherence to 
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the worship of God, a jealous care to pre- 
serve it inviolate ; to give no coimtenance 
to those who would make void the com- 
mandment by their traditions, or who 
would relax the stringency of its wise and 
holy requirements at the instance of the 
worldly, the infidel, the profane. It in- 
cludes the sincere, aealous adoption of all 
scriptural means to promote the knowledge 
of God — that He is just ; just in all His 
demands as in aU His denunciations, and 
who will by no means clear the guilty. 
And yet that He is (0 blessed paradox !) a 
justifler — ^the justifier of him that be- 
lieveth in Jesus — in Jesus, His Son — ^His 
only and beloved one — ^who died for our 
sins, and rose again for our justification ; 
and to whom He has given " a name that 
is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father." 
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And where righteousness prevails, in- 
justice and oppression are not. They 
cannot exist in that land, where hei 
^* officers are peace," and her '' exactors 
righteousness." There, impartiality in 
judgment in aU decisiins between man 
and man, and rectitude in^ eveiy enact- 
ment, wi obtain. There, km,Ses» and 
compassion to the poor and needy will be 
exercised, and whateyer is pure, and lovely, 
and of good report, will be diligently 
studied and followed after. 

Let the citizens of a country be thus 
characterized, and shall it not be called 
the " City of Righteousness — ^the Faithful 
City ? " 

We have now to investigate in the second 
place the truths contained in the impor- 
tant declaration before us. It is declared 
that '^ Eighteousness exalteth a nation, 
but sin is a reproach to any people ;" and 
righteousness exalts a nation, inasmuch as 
it expresses accordance with the mind of 
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God. The righteous Lord loveth righi eous- 
ness. He cannot but love it intensely — 
infinitely. And to esteem and deKght in 
that which He supremely values is the 
truest dignity. Herein consists the excel- 
lency of the angels who have kept their 
first estate. They sympathize in the de- 
signs of their glorious King. " They do 
his cQmmandments, hearkening unto the 
voice of His words." They rejoice, there- 
fore, when " kings fall down before Him, 
when nations do Him homage." They 
exult when a rebel ceases to strive with his 
Maker, and becomes lowly and obedient to 
His voice : for there is joy in the presence 
of the angels ©f God over one sinner that 
repenteth. 

In this was the true elevation of man in 
the garden of Eden. He resembled God, 
he walked with God, he was entirely de- 
voted to His glory. And how admirable 
the spectacle of a nation loving righteous- 
ness, from the monarch to the most obscure 
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subject ! Well was it said by Moses to 
Israel, in reference to the Divine injunc- 
tions, ^*Keep therefore and do them, for 
this is your wisdom and your understand- 
ing in the sight of the nations, which shall 
hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this 
great nation is a wise and understanding 
people. For what nation is there so great, 
who hath God so nigh unto them, as the 
Lord our God is in all things that we call 
upon ffim for?" Again, righteousness 
exalts a nation, as it secures the bestow- 
ment of the Divine favour. Jehovah has 
declared, ^'Them that honour me I will 
honour." They shall enjoy His gracious 
presence — ^His special protection — ^His con- 
stant benediction. He will be their defence 
against all their foes. His eyes and His 
heart will be with them perpetually ; " I 
will walk among you," He said to His 
people of old, " and will be your God, and 
yo shall be my people." Lev. xxvi, 12. 
It would have so continued with Israel, 
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but for their base apostacy. " that thou 
hadst hearkened to my commandments I 
then had thy peace been as a river, and 
thy righteousness as the waves of the sea." 
Isa. xlviii, 18. Their peace and prosperity 
should have been constant, flowing on 
tranquilly, and incessantly, and irresisti- 
bly, as the waters of the ocean. To such 
a people the language may be applied, 
" Happy art thou, Israel : who is like 
imto thee, people saved by the Lord, 
the shield of thy help, and who is the 
sword of thy excellency ! and thine ene- 
mies shall be found liars unto thee, and 
thou shalt tread upon their high places." 
Deut. xxxiii, 29. " Happy is that people 
that is in such a case : yea, happy is that 
people whose God is the Lord." 

We may read indeed of the strength, 
and beauty, and pomp, and glory of Tyre, 
of Egypt, of Babylon — of their magnificent 
cities, towering pyramids, and impregnable 
fortresses; of their merchandize and wealth 
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beyond computation; but with these no 
lasting excellency is associated. The true 
exaltation is righteousness, and when a 
people are possessed of this, all that see 
them shall acknowledge that they are the 
seed whom the Lord hath blessed. 

But, on the other hand, " Sin is a re* 
proach to any people?^ How solemn — how 
distinct this assurance ! Who can estimate 
the infatuation, the guilt of those who 
make light of it I "A reproach to any 
people." 

It attaches infamy to them : thus with 
Israel, once God styled them ffis inherit- 
ance. His treasure. "I gave Egypt for 
thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.'^ 
^' He suffered no man to do them wrong, 
He reproved even kings for their sakes." 
But how does He speak of them in after 
days ? " Hear, heavens, and give ear, 
earth, for the Lord hath spoken : I have 
nourished and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled against me. The ox 
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knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's 
crib, but Israel doth not know, my people 
doth not consider. Ah sinful nation, a 
people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil 
doers, children that are corrupters ! How 
is the faithful city become an harlot ! it 
was full of judgment, righteousness lodged 
in it, but now murderers. Thy silver is 
become dross, thy wine mixed with water. 
Thy princes are rebellious, and companions 
of thieves." And this awakened His ter- 
rible indignation. " For they provoked 
Him to anger with their high places, and 
moved Him to jealousy with their graven 
images." " When God heard this He 
was wroth, and greatly abhorred Israel ; so 
that He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, 
the tent which He placed among men, and 
delivered His strength into captivity, and 
His glory into the enemy's hand." 
Ps. Ixxviii, 58 — 61. 

This is the rock on which many a nation 
has been wrecked. The records of their 
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destruction prove that sin is indeed a re- 
proach. It is so to any people ; but if 
possessed of high privileges, how much 
greater the reproach, the shame, the ruin ! 
Let Jerusalem confirm this most true, most 
affecting declaration : '^ Tou only have I 
knovm of all the families of the earth, 
therefore I will punish you for your in- 
iquities." With marked and peculiar 
retribution shall those nations be visited 
who have been favoured with special mer- 
cies, and have disregarded and despised 
them ! 

Third. — But let us proceed to that which 
chiefly demands our attention, viz.^ an ap- 
plication to our own present circumstances 
of the instructive lessons conveyed in the 
text. Have we then the treasure which is 
both the highest distinction and the. surest 
defence — righteousness ? the righteousness 
alluded to ? We have seen that one of its 
principal attributes is a real, an earnest 
concern to act in conformity to the Divine 
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Word — the infallible and authoritative 
rule of Holy Scripture. 

Avoiding discussions which might be 
thought too nearly to approach antagonist 
political views among members of the 
same commonwealth, we cannot shut our 
eyes to the glaring fact that a fearful 
amount of gross ignorance and infidelity 
prevails in this kingdom, especially in po- 
pulous districts. It is declared in that 
Word which cannot be broken, '' That the 
soul be without knowledge is not good." 
Yet we have been grievously deficient as 
a nation in providing that all should be 
brought under the influence of a sound 
and scriptural education. The Israelites 
of old were enjoined diligently to instruct 
their children in the words of God ; and 
for this express purpose, '^ that they might 
set their hope in God, and not forget the 
works of God, but keep His command- 
ments, and might not be as their fathers, 
a stubborn and rebellious generation, a 
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generation that set not their heart aright, 
and whose spirit was not stedfast with 
God." Ps. Ixxvii, 7, 8. Neither have 
we made anything like adequate provision 
for the celebration of the sacred services 
of the Church, the public worship of God, 
the ministry of the glorious gospel, in large 
and densely populated districts. Although 
professing allegiance to Christ, we have 
been verily guilty in neglecting to seek, 
in the chief place, the advance of His spi- 
riteil Idngdom, by famishing the means 
of religious instruction among the rapidly 
increasing population in the numerous 
places of manufacturing and commercial 
enterprise. We have shewn our shameful 
indifference to the appeal of the Divine 
Prophet and Head of the Church, " What 
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul ? " And the 
great enemy of God and man has not been 
slow to improve the opportunities our cri- 
minal neglect has surrendered to his emis- 
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saries; as the gross sensuality and vice, 
the practical atheism and consequent mi- 
sery, which are to be found in many of the 
districts to which I have alluded testify. 

But, my brethren, to pass from the 
nation's sin in these respects, and which 
some may be ready to lay at the door of 
those in authority, of successive govern- 
ments, and to excuse themselves of any 
participation therein, I come to that which 
applies to parishes, to congregations, to 
individuals. Without touching upon the 
case of those who live in the indulgence 
of foul sin, I speak of the numbers who 
profess and caU themselves Christians, are 
moral and respectable in their conduct, 
observant of outward religious duties, yet 
are destitute of the vitality, the power of 
godliness. Of what avail is it to have the 
letter of Divine truth without its hum- 
bling, converting, transforming efficacy ? 
Can it be affirmed of the majority that 
they are spiritimlly minded, setting their 
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affections on things above ^ not on things on 
the earth ? In the effulgent light of God's 
purity, haye they seen their own darkness 
and corruption ? While they acknowledge 
sin to be an evil, have they felt that they 
are sinners ? Do they comprehend, or in 
any measure enter into, the experience of 
Job, " I have heard of Thee by the hearing 
of the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee ; 
wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes." Have they been led to 
value as inestimably precious the blood of 
the incarnate Son? to welcome with joy 
and gladness His free and finished redemp- 
tion? surely avowing that in Him, and 
in Him only, they have all righteousness 
and strength? 

Is it the case, brethren, with the major- 
ity that they are dec^ply conscious of their 
need of the Holy Spirit ? that they dread 
to grieve Him? that they mourn their 
many sinful neglects of His illuminating 
^nd sanctifying grace ? Do they increas- 
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ingly invoke His descent and presence in 
their hearts to disclose to them the glory 
of Christ; His unsearchable riches of 
strength and of salvation, to subdue all 
the evil propensities of their nature, and 
to enable them stedfastly to pursue the 
way of holiness — the strait and narrow 
way that leads to the paradise of God ? 

The sins specially appertaining to 
churches and professors of Christianity are 
intimated by our Lord in His messages to 
the seven churches in Asia, recorded in 
the second and third chapters of the Book 
of Eevelation — ^ieadness, formality, decays 
in grace, the absence of faith and love, 
pride, vain glory, conformity to the world, 
" I know," said He to the church at 
Sardis, " I know thy works, that thou hast 
a name that thou livest, and art dead ! " 

And, my brethren, God will visit with 
the tokens of BDls displeasure the nation 
and the church where the sins we have 
noticed are to be found ; and He has 
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visited us ! War, one of the three chief 
judgments, has broken out. What the 
issue may be it does not become us to 
speculate upon ; but with so formidable an 
adversary as the one to whom we are op- 
posed, with all the uncertainty as to the 
complications and difficulties that may 
arise in connexion with other kingdoms 
and states during the prosecution of the 
war, it is surely the greatest infatuation, 
even in a mere political or worldly point 
of view, to take it for granted that we 
must be successful because of our superior 
prowess. To that which is clearly our 
immediate and proper duty we have been 
solemnly called to-day. In one of the 
special prayers provided, we have used 
this language, ^' We confess, Lord, that 
in many things we have deserved Thine 
anger ; we have oflfended Thee by disobe- 
dience to Thy commands, and by neglect 
of Thy word and means of grace ; and if 
Thou wast to deal with us according to 
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our deserts, we might justly fear Thy chas* 
tenings. So teach and try us that we may 
learn from Thy godly chastisements to 
examine our ways, and to turn to Thee by 

a LIVELY REPENTANCE.'^ 

Yes, my brethren, it is repentance ttat 
is demanded of us. The mere external 
observance of this day will be of no avail — 
a mockery in His sight who searches the 
heart and requires truth in the inward 
parts — if that genuine repentance be ab- 
sent which is productive of reformation. 

Well will it be if it should be impressed 
on the consciences of our rulers and legis- 
lators to bethink themselves of the serious 
evils that have arisen from the sad defi- 
ciency of religious Christian instruction ; 
of the dishonour done to the name of Him 
whose servants we profess to be ; of the 
moral desolation and appalling danger of 
multitudes. Well will it be if politicians 
lay aside their animosities and differences, 
and heartily unite to efface as far as 
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may be past neglects ; to remember that 
*' righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is 
a reproach to any people ;" and that the 
truest dignity is to seek the glory of God 
by leaving no means untried, at whatever 
labour or cost, to implant and foster the 
principles and the practice of the word and 
commands of that righteous Lord who 
loyeth righteousness. 

And oh! how important is it for the 
Church at large and for each one member 
to search into the state of his own heart 
and life, — what is our state and character 
in the sight of Him whose eyes are as a 
flame of fire, and who has declared, '^ All 
the churches shall know that I am He 
which searcheth the reins and the heart ; 
and I will give unto every one of you ac- 
cording to his works." Let it be our deep 
concern, brethren, to know the truth as it 
is in Jesus ; to experience it in all . its 

notifying power ; to cherish that godly 
sorrow for past sin that worketh repent- 
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ance unto salvation not to be repented of ; 
to possess that lively faith that works by 
love, purifies our hearts, and overcomes 
the world : then will our prayers ascend 
with acceptance. The issue of the present 
affliction shall be for good ; productive of 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness ; and 
our gracious God in His own good time 
and way will " save us from our enemies 
and from the hands of all that hate us." 

And, finally, let us hopefully anticipate 
and (" laying aside every weight and the 
sin which doth so easily beset us ") strive 
to become meet for that day when "the 
Branch," "the righteous Branch," "the 
Eoot and Offspring of David," shall appear 
in glorious majesty, making all things 
new, and causing righteousness and praise 
to spring forth before all the nations; 
when " the mountain of the Lord's house 
shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the 
hills, and all nations shall flow unto it ;" 
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when " they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more;" the dominion of the 
Prince of Peace extending ''from sea to 
sea, and from the river even to the ends 
of the earth ;" the imiversal anthem as- 
cending, "Hallelujah! for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth ! " " Blessed be the 
Lord God, the God of Israel, who only 
doeth wondrous things, and blessed be His 
glorious name for ever, and let the whole 
earth be filled with His glory. Amen and 
Amen." 

You will, my brethren, I am persuaded, 
gladly avail yourselves of the opportunity 
afforded this day of shewing your practical 
sympathy for the widows and orphans of 
those of our brave soldiers and sailors who 
have fallen or may fall in battle with the 
enemy ; and not for them only, but for the 
necessitous wives and children of many in ' 
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the army and navy, whom husbands and 
&thers have been compelled to leave to 
the kind aid of their countrymen. 

It would be indeed a grievous derelic- 
tion of duty were those who remain in 
quiet at home to be unconcerned as to the 
support and maintenance of the nearest 
and dearest relatives of the valiant men 
who fight on our behalf : but this Christian 
Englishmen cannot and will not be ; they 
will gladly and generously do their ut- 
most, remembering the words of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, " It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.'^ 



SEEMON IV. 



JESUS CHEIST AN ALL-SUFFICIENT 

SAVIOUR. 



St. Matthew xi, 27, 28. 

** All things are delivered unto me of my Father ; 
and no man knoweth the Son hut the Father ; 
neither knoweth any man the Fatiier, save the 
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
Him. Come un^o me, all ye that lahour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

What a discovery of the glory of Christ 
is furnished in these words ! His majesty 
and His mercy, His greatness and his con- 
descension, are here blended; and in 
one combined harmonions view, challenge 
our wonder, our admiration, and our praise ! 
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The Monarch of the universe "speaks in 
righteousness, mighty to save." His 
words are not terrible, but gentle. 

The weary, the burdened, the sorrowful, 
are the objects of his compassionate regard. 
He is able to relieve them, and He tvill. 
How unspeakable the consolation that He, 
who gives the promise, is the Lord of all 
power and might ! May we hail the invi- 
tation and find rest to our souls ? 

We must notice first the declaration — 
and secondly^ the invitation of Jesus. 

First — The declaration — and in this 
we have a claim — 

I. — To vast possessions. 
II. — To peculiar knowledge. 
III. — To a Divine prerogative. 

First then, the claim as to vast posses- 
sions. "All things are delivered to me 
of my Father." It may be asked, Was 
not Christ one with the Father in the 
nature, perfections, and glory of the God- 
head; and therefore independently and 
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absolutely possessed of all things? He 
was — " I and my Father," said he, " are 
one." And again, "All things that 
the Father hath are mine." But when 
he alleges that all things were delivered 
to him of the Father, he speaks of himself 
as the Mediator between God and men ; 
to whom, in order that he might accom- 
plish the gracious design of saving sinners, 
all power in heaven and earth was given 
all things were delivered into his hands ; 
complete authority and control in the world 
of nature and of grace. Thus it was 
given Him to be Head over all things to 
His Church. Instances of His power 
were not wanting in His state of humilia- 
tion. At His rebuke, unclean spirits 
abandoned their usurped dwellings ; at His 
command pain, disease, infirmity vanished; 
death itself resigned His prey ; the few 
loaves and the small fishes sufficed, 
through his miraculous power, to feed 
thousands of His hungry followers; the 
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stormy winds, the proud waves were sub- 
missive at His word, and their fury sub- 
sided into a calm. " The Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given all things into 
his hand," He is the great antitype 
of Joseph, to whom Pharaoh committed 
the wealth of Egypt. In his custody are 
the treasures of wisdom, and grace, and 
glory. ''It pleased the Father that in 
him should all fulness dwell." To Him 
we must resort if we would be instructed: 
for "the Lord God hath given him the 
tongue of the learned ; " and without 
Him we caa do nothing. 

Secondly. — ^A claim to peculiar know- 
ledge. " No man knoweth the Son but 
the Father, neither knoweth any man the 
Father save the Son." 

This claim is twofold. It first respects 
the Father's knowledge of the Son. No 
man knoweth the Son; but the Father 
knows Him." This was specially true of 
men then. Thus it is written — " In Him 
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Tj'as life, and the life was the light of men. 
And the light shineth in darkness, and the 
darkness comprehended it not, He was in 
the world, and the world was made by 
Him, and the world knew Him not. 
He came unto His own, and His own 
received Him not." 

" Who hath believed our report? " saith 
the prophet Isaiah, " and to whom is the 
arm of the Lord revealed ? For he shall 
gA)w up before Him as a tender plant, and 
as a root out of a dry ground : He hath nc^ 
form nor comeliness; and when we shall 
see Him, there is no beauty that we should 
desire Him. He is despised and rejected 
of men ; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief: and we hid as it were our 
jEaces from him ; He was despised, and we 
esteemed Him not." 

He had been bringing strange things to 
the ears of many when He solemnly 
asserted "All things are delivered unto 
me of my Father." They would be ready 
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to say, "Is not this the carpenter's son? 
Is not His mother called Mary ? And His 
brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, 
and Judas ? And His sisters, are they 
not all with us? • Whence then hath 
this man all these things?" And He 
might well add, " No man knoweth the 
Son but the Father." Even to His apos- 
tles He could say, "Have I been so long 
time with you, and yet hast thou not 
known me ? He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father : and how sayest thou 
then. Shew us the Father? Believest 
thou not that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me?" They were "slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets had 
spoken," until, after His resurrection^ 
"He opened to them the Scriptures." 

But we may apply this more, extensively. 
For what finite being could grasp the Di- 
vine attributes of Him who is "the 
brightness of the Father's glory, and the 
express image of His person ; " " who is 
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wonderful in counsel, and excellent in 
working ; " who " fainteth not, neither is 
weary ; there is no searching of his under- 
standing ;." who is '^ a discemer of the 
thoughts and intents of all hearts." " No 
man knoweth the Son but the Father ; " 
all His glories, all His graces. His sur- 
passing tenderness and love, the deeps of 
compassion in His bosom, when with His 
dying breath He made intercession for the 
transgressors — " Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do." Who but 
the Father could know all that was com- 
mitted to His charge ; all that He would 
accomplish — the wondrous blessings He 
would bestow on His ransomed Church 
through eternity ? Such knowledge is too 
wonderful for us ; it is high ; we cannot 
attain to it. 

True it is, that the believer has some 
precious measure of saving knowledge 
he was " once darkness, but now is light 
in the Lord," yet the very light he has ob- 
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tained only convinces him that he ^' knows 
but in part," and that he needs continu- 
ally to bow the knee to ^* the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
that He may give unto Him the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge 
of Him." The more he contemplates the 
eternal Son — God manifest in the flesh — 
the more abasingly does he feel the feeble- 
ness, the poverty of His highest thoughts ; 
and the more ardently does he desire the 
day when he shall no longer ^' see through 
a glass darkly, but face to face ; " no longer 
"know in part, but know even as He is 
known." 

This claim, Secondly^ respects the Son^s 
knowledge of the Father. • Not only those 
Divine perfections in which he jointly par- 
ticipated with the Father ; but the love of 
his Father's heart when the astonishing 
plan of salvation for sinners was devised ; 
when the kingdom, the inheritance, was 
prepared — ^prepared before the foundation 
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of the world; and into which He will 
welcome His faithful followers in the day 
of His second coming to "judge the 
world in righteousness." He alone knows 
the heart of God. " God is Love." 

Our perceptions are so limited, our 
faith so feeble, that we have at times hard 
suspicions of God, when our way is dark 
and trying. We do not always realize the 
entire harmony of His imsullied holiness 
with His matchless grace in the work of 
His dear Son ; how real and entire was 
the putting away of sin by the blood of 
the cross ; how truly He is, and for ever 
will be, " well pleased for His righteous- 
ness' sake." The sight of His infinite 
purity alarms and casts us down. We 
are sometimes impatient in seasons of 
aflBiction ; we faint under His rebuke ; if 
answers to prayers are delayed, we are 
ready to despond, and to say with Isaiah, 
'^ My wa>^ is hid from the Lord, and my 
judgment is passed ovex from my God." 
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" Is His mercy clean gone for ever ? Doth 
his promise fail for evermore ? Hath 
God forgotten to be gracious ? Hath He 
in anger shut up His tender mercies?" But 
if we knew Him as the Son knows Him, 
all our suspicioiis, and fears, and distrust 
would vanish. And it is the work of Jesus 
to reveal Him. In this declaration we 
have 

Thirdly — ^A claim to a Divine preroga- 
tive. '^And he to whomsoever the Son 
will reveal Him." " No man hath seen 
God at any time ; the only begotten Son, 
who is in the bosom of the Father, He 
hath declared Him." When Christ re- 
veals Himself, He discovers the Father. 
"He that hath seen me, hath seen the 
Father also." " The light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God " shines " in 
the face of Jesus Christ." 

There is no access to God but in Him ; 
He only can introduce into the presence 
of the Majesty of heaven. All our prayers, 
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all our praises, must be oflfered through 
Him. By His word and Spirit we are led 
into a real acquaintance with God ; and 
by these alone. Let us then do homage 
to Him as our Prophet, and seek those 
gracious instructions, those Divine dis- 
coveries of the Father's love, which He 
dehghts to impart. 

There is a perfect imity, an entire un- 
derstanding between the Father and the 
Son. Does Jesus say, " Whosoever will, 
let him take of the water of life freely ; " 
^' Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no money ; 
come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without 
price ? The Father unites in the invita- 
tion. Think of this, my brethren, and do 
not imagine that there is more compassion 
in the heart of Jesus than there is in His 
Father, and our Father ; in His God, and 
our God. 

Having thus briefly considered the de- 

G 
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claration, let us, from the glorious speaker 
who gives the invitation — ^from Him who 
is the only centre of rest and foimtain 
of joy; who has inexhaustible supplies 
for the deep necessities of our souls ; who 
with light and peace and felicity can re- 
plenish the most perplexed, and disturbed 
and sorrowful — let us come, 

Secondly^ to the invitation itself — 
*^ Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.^' 
And here there is first, the condition of 
those addressed — ^* All ye that labour and 
are heavy laden." 

If we consider mankind at large, how 
accurately do these terms describe their 
condition ! Saint Paul, in the sixth chap- 
ter of his Epistle to the Komans, alluding 
to their unconverted state, enquires, 
" What fruit had ye then in those things 
whereof ye are now ashamed ?" How fruit- 
less and unprofitable your works were then I 
And if we take the case of the sensualist — 
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he who lives for the mere gratification of 
the lusts of the flesh— how finiitless his 
labour I Who, asks the inspired writer, in 
the book of Proverbs, " Who hath woe ? 
who hath sorrow? who hath conten- 
tions? who hath babbling? who hath 
wounds without cause ? who hath redness 
of eyes ? They that tarry long at the wine; 
they that go to seek mixed wine. Look 
not then at the wine when it is red ; when 
it giveth his colour in the cup, when it 
moveth itself aright : at the last it biteth 
like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder." 
Take the man of ambition — ^how he labours 
to rise in the world ! all his thoughts and 
plans and efforts are employed for this 
end; he meets with obstructions, with 
checks; disappointments arise again and 
again; still he labours incessantly, often- 
times in vain ; yet if he reaches the goal 
and obtains the prize he has been pursuing, 
how difficult to keep it ! how burdened 
is he with cares, arising from the envy, the 

G 2 
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jealousy of others ; how constantly on the 
watch, lest he should be supplanted ! His 
heart still aches! he finds vexation in- 
scribed upon the dearly bought distinction. 
Take the man who hastens to be rich — ^he 
rises up early, he sits up late, he eats the 
bread of carefulness, his schemes are 
thwarted, but he still labours ; does he at 
length acquire riches ? Often these fleet- 
ing treasures make to themselves wings 
and flee away : some sudden loss, some 
grand catastrophe he could not foresee, 
arises; and the poor, wearied, disappointed 
man is ready to lie down in despair ! 

Again, if we consider more particularly 
those addressed by our Lord at the time 
he uttered these cheering words, they 
were burdened with the insupportable 
yoke of the ceremonial law : and this was 
felt to be the more severe, on account of 
the traditions of the scribes and Pharisees; 
who bound heavy burdens, and grievous 
to be borne, and laid them on men's 
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shoulders; obliging their strict observance, 
their constant slavish regard. Accurately, 
therefore, is their conditition described — 
they laboured, and were heavy laden. 
There was no peace, no cessation of ob- 
servances, and withal no true satisfaction 
to the conscience of any who were alive to 
the evil and danger of sin. Those too 
seeking righteousness by the works, not 
of the ceremonial, but of the moral law. 
Convinced of their own sinfulness, of the 
vast requirements of that "law which is 
holy, just, and good;" striving to render 
an obedience adequate to its demands, 
with the sentence ringing in their con- 
sciences " Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in aU things written in the 
book of the law to do them," — ^wearied and 
heavy laden with fears and apprehensions 
on account of their shortcomings, the re- 
membrance of their transgressions a bur- 
don too heavy for them to endure — how 
truly do these terms express their expe- 
rience ! 
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Take once more the Christian who hm 
found peace in believing, but is still pressed 
with sorrows, the afflictions of the present 
time, many hindrances arising from* his 
pursuits in the world, or the circumstances 
of his family, — above all from the sin 
within, which, though subdued by the 
power of sanctifying grace, stiU strives for 
the mastery, — ^he is indeed heavy laden, his 
heart echoes the response, and his desire 
often is, ^^O that I had wings like a 
dove, for then would I fly away, and be 
at rest." 

Secondly — ^Wehave the address, "Come 
unto me." Not merely listen to my words, 
but trust to my love and power ; be as- 
sured that I only can relieve you— can 
communicate that lasting peace and satis- 
, faction you require. The Father has deli- 
vered all things to me. He confides in my 
wisdom and power, and will not you? 
"Come unto me." Christ is to be ap- 
proached in the use of means; one of 
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these is prayer. We are invited to pray, 
and not to faint ; to pray in faith ; to 
spread our wants and our desires before 
him. We have his word — the word of 
the truth of the gospel ; therein we may 
read of and meditate on his character as a 
full, suitable, all-sufficient Saviour. Wa 
have the holy communion — the . sacrament 
of his body and blood, in which we are 
encouraged to come to Him, and to eat of 
the heavenly manna, and to drink of the 
cup of salvation which He has provided, 
and waits to bestow. Happy they who 
avail themselves of these means; who 
come assured that all the springs of hap- 
piness are in Him ; who, wearied with the 
vanity and vexation of the past ; entirely 
renouncing confidence in their own wis- 
dom, or strength, or goodness ; reckoning 
all " but dross for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus their Lord ;" 
humbly, meekly, as little children, yield 
themselves to Him. 
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And then we have, thirdly^ His pro- 
mise, « I wiU give you rest I » 

Eest — ^Who does not desire it ? Who, 
that in the pursuit of folly and sin, the 
inordinate desire after the world's distinc- 
tion or the world's wealth ; who, that in 
the yain attempt to pacify a burdened 
conscience by costly oflferings, or laboured 
eflforts to weave a garment of righteous- 
ness for the soul, has heard the solemn 
admonition, "Arise aad depart, this is 
not your rest, for it is polluted," does not 
pant to obtain that rest which Christ alone 
can give ? 

Who can estimate the rest there is for 
the distressed on account of the guUt of 
sin, in the blood of the cross ? that blood, 
how unutterably precious ! it is the blood 
of Emmanuel — of the God-man — ^its worth 
is infinite. Saul of Tarsus — ^the blasphe- 
mer, the persecutor, the injurious — found 
it so ; in it his deep transgressions were 
washed away. The woman — the notorious 
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sinner — who came to Jesus as He sat at 
meat in the Pharisee's house, found it so ; 
her sins which were many were forgiven, 
The new song of the ransomed above is, 
" "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, who 
has redeemed us to God by his blood." 

In His spotless obedience there is rest 
from all their arduous painful toil to obtain 
the favour of God, who are going about to 
establish a righteousness for themselves. 
In His grace, and in the supply of His 
Spirit, there is rest from the slavery and 
dominion of sin in the heart. In His 
wisdom, power, and love, there is rest 
from the perplexities, dangers, and dis- 
tresses of this changing world. This rest 
He will give. The invitation is universal ; 
there is no exclusion : it is free ; there is 
no qualification. All that labour and are 
heavy laden, come, and I will ffive — ^bestow 
as a Prince and a Saviour — as having all 
miglit and all possessions, as faUy equal to 
supply yolir largest wants, and to assuage 
your deepest woes. " I will give you rest." 
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But this He does by revealing the Fa- 
ther. His promise follows the assertion of 
His prerogative — ^the discovery, the un- 
folding of the Father. You that are 
weary and heavy laden little know what 
the Father is. You think He expects the 
rigid observance of the ceremonial rites of 
the law, increased as they are by pharisaic 
traditions. You dread Him as a hard task- 
master. But His thoughts are not as your 
thoughts : He has sent me, His own Son, 
to redeem you from the curse — ^to fulfil all 
the requirements of the law. Christ Jesus 
shews the Father as caring for us ; " good, 
and ready to forgive, and plenteous in 
mercy unto aU them that call upon him ;" 
making the most ample provision for all 
the necessities of His children ; clothing 
them with His own armour, that they 
'^ may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil." Thus it is that we become 
acquainted with God, and enter into rest. 

What an, encouragement is it, my 
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brethren, that Christ understands our 
case; that He, whose knowledge of all 
things and of aU persons is perfect, knows 
that the great need of our souls is rest ! 
It has been shewn that the very reverse 
of rest results from a course of ungodli- 
ness. Not only does the slave of sin de- 
prive himself of it, but those also who are 
immediately connected with him. 

In referring to the case of an intempe- 
rate man, whose miserable condition was 
so strikingly pourtrayed in the passage 
quoted from the book of Proverbs, look 
at the utter absence of peace, of rest, in 
his abode; how his broken-hearted wife 
and half-starved children dread his return, 
having spent the money which should 
have procured them food, in adding 
drunkenness to thirst among his profligate 
companions. He comes in, uttering curses, 
abusing and injuring those whom he is 
bound to cherish and protect ; spreading 
terror in that dwelling which, but for his 
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wickedness, might know somewhat of the 
blessing of rest. Disorder and misery 
reign there. How true a picture is this 
of many habitations in our land ! 

But let a change have come over the 
scene. This man, once the slave of his 
lusts, is so no longer ; the gospel of Christ 
has reached his heart in power ; he sits at 
the feet of Jesus clothed and in his right 
mind. No more are the cries of terror and 
anguish heard in that house ; no more are 
the little ones almost without clothing and 
without food; quietness, order, cleanliness, 
comfort, have entered and abide there; 
the voice of prayer is heard ; the sacrifice 
of praise. There is rest. Would to God, 
brethren, that through the power of con- 
verting grace such scenes might be greatly 
multiplied ! What peace, what holiness, 
what happiness would be in the ascendant^ 
where now disturbance, impurity, misery, 
bear sway ! 

And now with reference to those who 
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are in distress and apprehension, on ac- 
count of their manifold failures and short- 
comings. Picture the case of one who 
has begun to be really in earnest about the 
salvation of his soul. He is assured that 
without holiness none shall see God ; that 
the Divine precepts are not limited to ex- 
ternal actions, but require truth in the 
inmost spirit ; that righteousness must 
distinguish the thoughts as well as the 
words and the actions. He has learnt that 
so entire is the conformity required by the 
holy law of the holy Lord God, that " he 
who offendeth in one point is guilty of 
all ;'^ and the result is he is deeply hum- 
bled aad distressed. His experience ac- 
cords with that of Job, " I have heard of 
Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now 
mine eye seeth Thee ; wherefore I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes." 
How greatly does he need rest ! for up to 
this moment his views of the gospel have 
been dim. Clearly perceiving the solemn 
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searching demands of the law, and how 
entirely he is condemned by them, the 
glory of the gospel has not yet passed 
befcre his eyes, and this alone can give 
rest to his anxious spirit. But now the 
Holy Ghost, as the Comforter, takes of 
Christ, of the perfection of His work — ^its 
freeness, its adaptation — ^and shews it unto 
him; he is interested; hope revives; he is 
drawn, attracted to the Saviour, trusts in 
Him, sees that in Him the Father is well 
pleased; his ignorance of God vanishes 
and he finds rest to his soul. 

And what is the very blessing we all 
need but this "rest?" To enjoy it per- 
fectly every cause of disquiet must be 
removed ; and this cannot be while we are 
in a world of disorder, and carry with us 
a frail and disordered nature, and a heart 
prone to seek rest in the things that are 
seen rather than in things that are unseen, 
in the things that are temporal rather than 
in those which are eternal. This cannot 
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be while our faith is imperfect, and fails to 
rely heartily, and constantly, and in the 
darkest seasons, on Him who is onr only 
rest. But yet. Christian brethren, there 
may be so large and blessed a measure of 
this rest enjoyed now, in proportion to the 
strength and exercise of faith, as to secure 
us against many disheartening fears, and 
to elevate our spirits above the disquieting 
influence of frequent cares and perplexities. 
Let us but learn to cast all our cares upon 
Him who careth for us, and we shall find 
that He will sustain us — that He will give 
us rest. Let our grand aim be to rely 
upon His great atonement, and to walk 
according to His directions, and we shall 
realize the truth of the assurance, " Great 
peace have they who love thy law, .and 
nothing shall offend them;" and again, 
^' The work of righteousness shall be peace, 
and the effect of righteousness quietness 
and assurance for ever." And eventually 
perfect rest shall be enjoyed by the people 
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of God ; and He " shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes ; and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain : for 
the former things are passed away." 

In conclusion, listen to the words re- 
corded in the sixteenth verse of the sixth 
.chapter of Jeremiah, "Stand ye in the 
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk therein, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls. But 
they said. We will not walk therein." 
Are any of you saying this, as Israel of 
old, "We will not walk therein," if not 
in words yet practically by your conduct ? 
Continue to do so, and you will be strangers 
to rest; torn with anguish and remorse 
for ever. that all would now embrace 
the gracious invitation, " Come unto me, 
and I will give you rest." 



SEEMON V. 



THE GIFT OF TKE HOLY SPIRIT. 



John xiv, 16, 17. 

" And I will pray the Father, and He shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever ; even the Spirit of truth ; 
whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him : but ye 
know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you." 

The gift of the Holy Spirit, whose 
advent we celebrate to-day,* has been 
prominently presented in the appropriate 
portions of Scripture selected by the 
Church for this solemn anniversary. The 

* Preached on Whit-Sunday. 
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extraordinary symptoms and circumstances 
of His descent have passed in review, 
especially in the Epistle : but our attention 
has not been confined to these : for His 
miraculous appearance; His powerful in- 
fluence on the disciples ; the inspiration 
by which they were enabled to speak with 
tongues, and to perform many mighty 
works ; are not of such supreme import- 
ance to us, as the grace which constitutes 
the permanent blessedness resulting from 
His bestowment on the Church of God ; 
and to that^ the i^yA^ taken from the 
gospel, more particularly refers. We ai-e 
priviledged to live in a dispensation em- 
phatically described as " the ministration 
of the Spirit," and under which the Church 
militant is left to His teaching in the 
absence of her risen Lord. To us, there- 
fore, the light in which He is exhibited in 
the text, should be peculiarly interesting, 
as it is in the last degree important. We 
learn that His presence. His indwelling 
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in the followers of Christ, is to be per- 
petual, that as the Spirit of truth. He is 
to guide, enlighten, and sanctify ; as the 
Comforter, to inspire with peace, and hope, 
and joy; not merely the first Christians, 
or the appointed ministers of the word and 
sacraments, but all believers in every land 
and in every age, for we are instructed 
that those who sincerely and faithfully 
implore the inestimable gift, shall assuredly 
receive it. 

And in the case of each one, and of the 
entire company of believers, whether high 
or low, rich or poor, learned or unlearned, 
barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, the ex- 
ercise of every spiritual grace, the enjoy- 
ment of every spiritual blessing, the pos- 
session of meetness for the inheritance of 
glory, must be attributed, and only at- 
tributed, to the internal operations of the 
promised Spirit in the heart. 

First — In examining the passage before 
us, the titles here given to the Holy Spirit 

H 2 
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first claim our notice. ^'Another Com- 
forter," "The Spirit of truth;" these 
denote His personality — I mean that He 
is a Person, distinct from the Father and 
from the Son : not merely the light, wis- 
dom, power, goodness, of God, or all these 
combined, but something more — a glorious 
Person : God the Holy Spirit. To a mere 
influence^ the expression " another Com- 
forter " could not with propriety be ap- 
plied. Christ, the Son, distinct from the 
Father — a real Person — ^is One Comforter ; 
the other Comforter is the Holy Ghost. 
We read of the " love of the Spirit " — are 
admonished not to grieve the Spirit ; we 
are told that "the Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirits," that He " mak- 
eth intercession for the saints according to 
the will of God : " and referring to His 
various gifts and operations, St. Paul 
asserts, in the eleventh verse of the twelfth 
chapter of his first Epistle to the Corinth- 
ians, " But all these worketh that one and 
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the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man 
severally as He will." 

The testimony of Scripture is fall 
and emphatic on this doctrine ; the true, 
distinct personality, as well as Godhead, 
of the Holy Spirit. And it has been re- 
tained and defended as a point of cardinal 
importance in the Church ; a chief element 
of " the faith once delivered to the saints." 

Again, the names here given to the 
Holy Ghost not only denote His personality 
but His oflSces. Another Comforter — that 
is to say, one who imparts consolation. He 
illustrated this character by anointing the 
human nature of Christ for the execution 
of His great design: "The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because He hath sent 
me to preach the gospel to the poor, He 
hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord." He is 
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moreover the author of consolation, by 
dictating the message of grace, the entire 
word of the truth of the gospel; for 
holy men of old spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost." Every great 
and precious promise, unfolding the eternal 
purpose; every record of answers to prayer; 
of guidance, help, deliverance, is from 
Him. He employed the historians; and 
hence there is, and ever must be, while 
the Bible lasts, a Comforter. This blessed 
book practically exhibits Him in that 
character. But further. He sustains this 
character by enabling the believer to un- 
derstand the import, and to experience the 
power of the truth. It is something to un- 
derstand the import, to have a clear per- 
ception of the method by which a guilty, 
blind, depraved creature can be saved ; to 
perceive the completeness of the plan, and 
the perfection of its execution, by which 
God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself ; to be in no confusion, no 
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uncertainty : but to experience the power 
is something more. Then, and then only, 
do we realize the blessedness of those 
" whose transgressions are forgiven," if 
we can in the true spirit of a child draw 
nigh, crying, Abba, Father ; then, like the 
Ethiopian treasurer, who by faith em- 
braced Christ Jesus as having cancelled 
all his guilt, we go on our way rejoicing. 

The Spirit comforts the believer by dis- 
closing the fulness that is in Christ, and 
the freeness with which His mercies are 
bestowed ; for ^' we have received," writes 
St Paul, " not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit which is of God ; that we 
might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God." He comforts by 
subduing the evil propensities of our fallen 
nature, and infusing the pure and peaceful 
principle of holiness. 

But the original word translated " Com- 
forter," might have been rendered Advo- 
cate; indicating that the Spirit's work 
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would be to plead the cause and secure the 
welfare of the Church of God : and accord- 
ingly 'vre are told that when the enemy 
Cometh in like*a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him. By 
His power confessors have been raised up, 
defeating the attempts of Satan to introduce 
and establish false doctrine, to sow discord, 
and to injure and ruin the cause of Christ. 
But not only so — ^He is an advocate in the 
heart. Thus St. Peter declares, "Like- 
wise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; 
for we know not what we should pray 
for as we ought; but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered :" /. e. as the 
Spirit of grace and supplication He in- 
tercedes within the believer ; discovering 
to him his muts, supplying him with 
arguments — arguments arising from the 
love of God, His readiness to bless, and 
the perfection of Christ^s mediation, His 
all-prevailing intercession — awakening a 
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real hunger and thirst for spiritual bless- 
ings ; so that " God, who searches the 
heart, knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because He maketh intercession for 
the saints according to the will of God." 

Again, He is spoken of as the Spirit of 
Truth : implying that by His teaching the 
people of God are led into all truth. In 
one place the Spirit is said to be truth — 
essentially so. With Him is light — ^no er- 
ror, no darkness is there ! All error, all un- 
truth is from beneath ; from the Prince of 
darkness, the father of lies. The Spirit^s 
teaching is infallible ; His consolations 
are real, substantial, enduring. Does He 
tell me that sin is the abominable thing 
that God hateth ? it is so. * Does He tell 
me that by the deeds of the law no flesh 
shall be justified, and that deliverance 
from the curse by any obedience of the 
creature is utterly hopeless ? it is so. 
Does He tell me that except I repent, I 
shall perish ? it is so. Does He tell me 
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that there is no other name given under 
heaven, but the name of Jesus, whereby 
I can be saved; and that consequently 
escape is utterly impossible to the neglect 
of the great salvation ? it is so ; for He 
is the Spirit of Truth. Is it affirmed by 
nim, that "as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive;" that 
" when we were without strength, in due 
time Christ died for us ; " that whosoever 
believeth in His name shall receive re- 
mission of stQs;" that "it pleased the 
Father that in Him should all fulness 
dwell;" that "His grace is sufficient;" 
that "while without Christ, we can do 
nothing," yet through His strength we 
can do all things ? it is so ; for He is the 
Spirit of Truth. These are living realities, 
and happy is it if we welcome them in 
our immortal souls. The Holy Spirit un- 
folds the glory of the Saviour's work — 
how entirely His blood cleanses — ^how 
freely and abundantly His grace strength- 
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ens, and sustains, and sanctifies. By 
means of the truth as it is in Jesus, He 
carries on His work as the instructor of 
the Church : not by sudden impulses or 
emotions, as some, misled by unscriptural 
notions and vain imaginations, have er- 
roneously taught, but by means of the 
truth. Thus, Christ prayed for His peo- 
ple — " Sanctify them through Thy truth ; 
Thy word is truth." What then is it 
which directs, admonishes, enlivens, com- 
forts, establishes the Christian ? the word 
of truth, applied by the Spirit of the truth. 
" Thy word hath quickened me." " Thy 
words were found and I did eat them ;" 
" They are the rejoicing of my heart." 

Would we know whether the illuminat- 
ing and sanctifying power of the Spirit of 
Truth has been experienced by us; let 
us enquire what humbling discoveries 
we have had of our unlikeness to the 
Holy One ; of the fearful contrast between 
our darkness, impurity, unrighteousness, 
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and His light, His spotless purity, His 
infinite rectitude ; whether repentance, 
godly sorrow, real hatred- of sin, have been 
realities with us and not mere words; 
whether Christ Jesus is indeed all our sal- 
vation; and that to cleave to Him, and 
walk in His steps with full purpose of 
heart, is the great increasing aim of our 
lives. Let us examine seriously and 
earnestly whether we are in the faith; 
whether old things have passed away, and 
all things are become new ; and then we 
may ascertain how far the Spirit of Truth, 
the Comforter, has been at work in our 
souls. 

Secondly. — In the next place, we have 
to notice the perpetual presence of the 
Divine Comforter : "I will pray the 
Father, and He shall give you another 
Comforter, that He may abide with you 
for ever." Other comforters often fail : but 
He never forsakes. We may sometimes 
be unconscious of His presence, and be 
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cast down : this may be needful, that we 
may value His comforts, bo concerned not 
to grieve Him, be made to feel our deep 
dependence upon Him for consolation 
and light, and that all self- trust may be . 
rebuked and expelled. He has been with 
the Church in all ages and in all lands to 
this day. Though invisible, yet a very 
present help, and guide, and support : and 
this is the security of the Church of God. 
She cannot be in danger, because God is 
in the midst of her. False systems may 
be, and doubtless are, in danger ; for they 
are doomed. But the " chosen genera- 
tion," the "royal priesthood," the "pecu- 
liar people," " called out of darkness into 
marvellous light," the sacramental host of 
God's elect, cannot be in danger, for the 
Divine the Almighty Spirit, proceeding 
from the Father and the Son, is with them 
— is given to abide with them for ever. 

And this leads us to notice the recipi- 
ents of the blessing : " That He may abide 
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with you for ever, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth Him not, neither 
knoweth Him, but ye know Him, for He 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." 

Here we are told who are, and who are 
not, the privileged recipients of this hea- 
venly constant guest. Christ was address- 
ing His disciples ; and His words were not 
only for those who immediately listened 
to Him, but for all who should believe on 
His name — all His faithful followers to the 
end of time. Ye know Him for He 
dwelleth with you : His words have en- 
lightened you; you have perceived the 
excellency of the truth; a power the 
world knows not of, has drawn your 
affections from sin to holiness, from your- 
selves to God. And the appeal may be 
made to every earnest Christian, Who first 
taught you to pray in sincerity, and con- 
trition, and faith ? who disclosed to you 
the evils of your heart ? who imfolded the 
glorious sufficiency of the Saviour's re- 
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deeming work ? who, in a word, created 
within you a deep increasing interest for 
the welfare of your soul, and led you to 
desire above all things to '' win Christ 
and be found in Him ? " Will you not 
acknowledge, to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, that it was the Spirit of holiness, 
the promised gift of the Father and the 
Son? 

Then, as the disciples knew Him by the 
power He exerted in constraining them to 
leave all for . Christ, so do you know Him 
by the sanctifying influence, the new 
creating power, of which you have been 
the recii)ients ; and such may anticipate 
larger supplies of His grace. Our Lord's 
words are, "He dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you." When I am gone, He shall 
be in you more especially as a comforter, 
as a remembrancer, to present vividly to 
your recollection the truths I have laid 
before you, to disclose them in all their 
invigorating consoling character. He shall 
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lead you onward in the knowlege of eter- 
nal realities. *" I have yet many things 
to say Tinto you, but ye cannot bear them 
now ; howbeit when He, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, He will guide you into all 
truth." And the more diligently we 
seek His teaching, and value His instruc- 
tions, the more truly we are following on 
to know the Lord. We shall see greater 
things than we have yet seen, and shall 
realize the fulfilment of the promise — 
^^ The path of the just is as the shining 
light, that shineth more and more imto 
the perfect day." 

We are told who are not the recipients 
of this inestimable blessing, ^^ whom the 
world cannot receive." The world con- 
sists of all imbelievers: those who have 
the form, but deny the power of godliness; 
and those who are alike destitute of the 
form and of the power. • The causes as- 
signed for the non-reception of the Spirit 
are these — "whom the world cannot re- 
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ceive, because it seeth Him not, neither 
knoweth Him." The views of this world's 
votaries are all circumscribed by the 
things of time. Their eyes are not 
opened upon the unseen eternal realities 
of the life to come. They have not felt 
their deep need of cleansing, because they 
are unconscious of the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin— how unlike they are by na- 
ture to the pure and spotless One who 
dwells in the light of the heavenly sanc- 
tuary. For spiritual truth they have no 
relish ; no eye to behold the King in His 
beauty ; no ear to listen to His gentle 
voice as the good Shepherd who laid down 
His life for the sheep. 

They are ignorant; whom the world 
" cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, 
neither knoweth Him." Their knowledge 
is bounded by objects of sense or intellect. 
They are wholly absorbed in the routine 
of daily events ; confused with the bustle 
or dazzled by the glitter of this present 

I 
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world. Borne are intoxicated with the 
love of pleasure, some with the love of 
money, some with the lust of power. 
They have no taste, no desire for com- 
munion with the blessed One ; and, like 
Israel of old, they might in truth make 
the awful acknowledgment, I have loved 
strangers, and after them I will go. "The 
world cannot receive Him, because it seeth 
Him not, neither knoweth Him ; " but to 
His believing people Christ saith. Ye, my 
disciples, my sheep, who hear my voice 
and follow me, ye know Him, for He 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

The text presents one further point — 
the source of this blessing — the blessing 
of the Spirit' s| advent and presence : "And 
I will pray the Father, and Ho shall give 
you another Comforter." 

The gift of the Spirit must be referred 
to the Father. And we are reminded of 
Saint Paul's words, " He that spared not 
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
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all, how shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things?" He who has bestowed 
His Son, will not withhold His Spirit. 
But our Lord says, "I will pray the 
Father." Are we then to understand that 
there is any unwillingness on the part of 
the Father ? JSTo, He delights to bless, to 
shower down mercies, though we are so 
unworthy. What then do we learn by 
Christ's intercession ? That all the bless- 
ings of the covenant of grace flow through 
His mediation ; that every spiritual good 
we possess or hope for must come to us 
through Him ; that consequently without 
Him we should be bereft for ever of all 
good. Well may we say, '' Thanks be to 
God for His unspeakable gift." 

He then prays for the descent of the 
Spirit to perfect that which is lacking in 
the knowledge, and faith, and love of His 
Church. He is fully acquainted with the 
necessities of* His people, and is intensely 
concerned for their welfare. He would 

I 2 
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have them enlightened, purified, strength- 
ened to do, and to suffer if need be, for 
His name's sake. He would have them 
made meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light. He would have "a 
glorious Church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing ; " * and there- 
fore He prays that the Comforter, the 
Spirit of truth, may come and abide with 
them for ever. 

And shall we not value this gift? 
shall we not strive to yield ourselves more 
implicitly to His guidance ? shall we not 
supplicate with increasing fervour for His 
presence and power in the whole Church, 
that every evil may be purged away and 
disappear ; that the fruits of righteous- 
ness may abound ; and that speedily the 
grand designs of redeeming mercy may 
be accomplished, and the whole multitude 
of the sanctified conformed perfectly, 
and for ever, to the image of the Son of 
God? 
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Brethren, let us not be slothful, but 
followers of them who, at the Pentecostal 
feast, following their Lord's ascension, 
realized the fulfilment of the promise in 
the text. That promise is as truly given 
to every disciple now, as to the little com- 
pany who first heard the gracious assur- 
ance from the Master's lips. Let us then 
be found diligently waiting in the ordi- 
nances of grace for the descent of the Lord 
and Giver of life. The table is spread, 
representing in significant signs the spi- 
ritual banquet provided for the sustenance, 
and strengthening, and consolation of our 
souls. Thither let us resort, praying that 
the Spirit of truth may take of the things 
of Christ and shew them to our souls; 
giving us deeper perceptions of their pre- 
ciousness than we have yet known ; re- 
vealing to us the riches of incarnate love, 
the love of Him who gave Himself for us; 
and constraining us henceforth to give our 
whole hearts without reserve to Him who 
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only asks for them that He may preserve 
them and purify them — ^who invites us to 
Himself, that He may prepare us for His 
own heaven ; for participation in His own 
glory. 



SEEMON VI. 



THE BELIEVER DEAD UNTO SIN. 



EoMANS yi, 2. 

*' Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, througb 
Jesus Christ our Lord," 

This injunction is based on the truth 
asserted in the preceding verse. The re- 
sult of Christ's death is here stated, " For 
in that He died, He died to sin once ;" and 
the purpose of His life, ^' But in that He 
liveth. He liveth unto God." 

The penalty affixed by the Divine iLaw- 
giver to the breach of His law is death ! 
The incarnate Son suffered that penalty ! 
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ytt ^^He was holy, harmless, iindefiled, 
and separate from sinners ;" but (as St. 
John reminds us) ^^ we know that He was 
manifested to take away our sin, and in 
Him is no sin." 

Burdened with the heavy load of our 
iniquities, He stooped, and groaned, and 
died ! And thus the weighty, the terrible 
charge of the law was met — ^the penalty 
paid — the bond cancelled ! 

He died unto sin once — once only — ^be- 
cause one offering w:as sufficient. " Once 
in the end of the world He hath put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself." The 
atonement was complete ! it can receive 
NO addition ! it requires none ! it is re- 
splendent with the glory of eternal perfec- 
tion ! "By one ofiering He hath perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified." 

Desolation and anguish shall no more 
pervade His spirit through the withdrawal 
of the Divine countenance ; nor shall the 
sword of justice be again commissioned to 
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awake and smite the Shepherd. "In that 
He died, He died unto sin once ;" He then 
finished the work that the Father had 
given Him to do. 

" But, in that He liveth, He liveth unto 
God ;" the ransom having been effected by 
His death, the grave must resign its cap- 
tive : and as " the great Shepherd of the 
sheep," He is "brought again from the 
dead." " I," said He, " am He that Hveth 
and was dead, and behold I am alive for 
evermore." 

Christ's eternal life in human nature, at 
the right hand of the Majesty in the hea- 
vens, is especially for the glory of God ; it 
ensures the accomplishment of all the pur- 
poses of His grace. 

Sin being removed. He lives to carry on 
and consummate the majestic design for 
the regathering of all things — their re- 
union in Himself; for the introduction of 
the new heavens and the new earth wherein 
righteousness shall for ever dwell. 
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The high priest under the law, having 
offered the sacrifice without the sanctuary, 
entered with the blood into the holiest, 
and sprinkled it upon and before the mercy 
seat. The blood of the everlasting covenant 
having been shed, is carried by the High 
Priest of His Church into heaven itself, 
where He " appears in the presence of God 
for e^;" and by Him the Holy Spirit is 
sent to ^^ convince of sin, and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment;" to reveal the 
glories of His salvation, and make it 
known that " there is now no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit," that they may be encouraged to 
"reckon themselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." Here then we arrive 
at the exhortation in the text, wherein 
the condition represented, and the estimate 
prescribed, may engage our attention. 
First — The condition represented, 
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" Dead indeed unto sin, but aliye unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Christ's death, we have seen, was that of 
a substitute ; He once suffered for sins ; 
suffered the penalty of death, the just for 
the unjust ! Let us seek to retain a 
solemn, distinct, intense impression of this 
upon our spirits, brethren. 

In Him then the believer virtually dies, 
undergoes the punishment his transgres- 
sions have deserved. 

His iniquities, which constituted the 
great antagonist, the mighty obstacle be- 
tween him and his Father in heaven, are 
removed; he is no longer severed from 
communion with the Blessed One — ^the 
Fountain of life and bliss. All who are 
the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus, may look up to Him with filial con- 
fidence, and walk with Him as His sons 
and daughters. '' He has blotted out as a 
thick cloud their transgressions, and as a 
cloud their sins." United to the Saviour, 
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dead indeed — ^as freed from the charge of 
sin as Christ when He rose from the dead. 
Every believer seeks its death ; desires 
that it may be rooted out and expelled for 
ever from lus nature. This evidences his 
faith. He desiros the mortification of " the 
old man which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts," He would fully resemble 
his Lord; would "live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world." But he 
is not dead indeed to its influence. Sin has 
not ceased to exist. It still has power 
to tempt Those who are not wilfully 
strangers to their own experience must 
admit this. The converted man rejoices 
that sin does not reiffn, that its dominion is 
gone, yet he mourns that his holiness is 
still defective, that his sanctification is yet 
incomplete ; while he anticipates the day 
when the Saviour shall appear again, and 
he shall be like Him — perfectly — and for 
ever. The holy apostle St. John solemnly 
warns us, " If we say that we have no sin, 
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we deceive ourselves, and the tnitli is not 
in us." "Dead indeed," then, does not 
relate to the existence of sin as an enemy — 
a foe to the new principle of -holiness 
within — ^but to the curse, the condemna- 
tion, the dominion — to the eventual ruin 
it would entail. In these respects the 
believer is indeed dead to it : because the 
curse has been borne, the condemnation 
reversed, the ruin averted, by the imma- 
culate Lamb : the tyranny and dominion 
destroyed by the Spirit of Life in Christ 
Jesus. He is now alive unto God : a par- 
taker of the death of His Son. He is also 
a partaker of His resurrection. He is 
"accepted in the Beloved;" possessed of 
the Divine favour, the recipient of a new 
and spiritual life to be spent in the service 
and enjoyment of Him, who, " according 
to His abundant mercy, hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead :" 
"dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
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God througK, or in, Jesus Christ our Lord." 
Having then noticed the condition re- 
presented in the text, let us proceed, 

Secondly — To the estimate prescribed, 
" Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be 
dead unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." As if the in- 
spired penman had said. Ye " that be in 
Eome, beloved of God, called to be saints," 
" reckon ye also yourselves to be dead in- 
deed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ." Be persuaded that this is 
your state and character by virtue of your 
union to Christ. 

Now, my brethren, this persuasion must 
rest upon the testimony of God. That 
testimony determines the fact of their 
oneness with Christ who have fled to Him 
for refuge — desiring above all things to be 
found in Him : convinced that He possesses 
whatever they need, or can in any exigency 
need, for their full deliverance from every 
evil ; and, as a consequence of that con vie- 
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tion, tnisting their immortal interests, un- 
reservedly to His gracious, His omnipotent 
and unchanging care. In a word, the tes- 
timony of God decides the case with regard 
to every believer, that he participates in 
the vdst benefits resulting from the Sa- 
viour's mediatorial work : that with Him 
he is one in His death and resurrection. 
" If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised Him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved : for with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness, 
and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. For the Scripture saith, 
Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be 
ashamed." 

The Spirit of Truth, writing by St. Paul 
for the instruction of the Church in all 
ages, would have Christians maintain it as 
a grand and solemn reality that they are 
dead indeed unto sin — delivered from its 
guilt and power by the atoning blood and 
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of the gospel, it will inevitably appear in 
our conduct. 

The energies of a living faith impel the 
believer to a consecration of himself to 
God. He feels that he is not his own, but 
"bought with a price;" that he should 
" glorify God in his body and in his spirit 
which are God's." Who, in apostolic and 
succeeding days, abandoned all prospects 
of ease and comfort and distinction for 
Christ's sake and the gospel's, and were 
willing to forego all that the world esteems 
desirable, so that they might advance their 
Master's kingdom, and spread the savour 
of His name ? Who, among the sons of 
genius and learning, have devoted their 
endowments to the sublime work of en- 
lightening, reclaiming, and comforting the 
children of darkness, of sin, of sorrow? 
Who, among the wealthy and noble, con- 
sider it their high privilege to promote the 
spread of the gospel; to employ their 
riches, their reputation, their influence, 
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for the advancement of the best interests 
of mankind? Who, among the poor of 
this world, are rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom of God? Surely we may- 
reply, Those who ^'reckon themselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ." 

"Where shall we look for patience, humi- 
lity, charity, deadness to the world, dili- 
gence in redeeming the time, delight in 
prayer, in meditation, in the service of 
God — a supreme value and ardent aspira- 
tion for the Spirit of Christ ? Where, for 
those who discharge modt sedulously the 
duties of their place and station ; in whom 
we can confide with the greatest readiness, 
to whose sympathy we can appeal with 
implicit trust in the season of calamity? 
Where, but among the people that know 
the joyful sound ; that, in the spirit of the 
text, " reckon themselves to be dead in- 
deed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 
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And this is with them not a speculation, 
but a reality ; not a bare assent to certain 
doctrines, but the experience of their effi- 
cacy. Every thing connected with Christ's 
mediatorial work is to them intensely in- 
teresting. They know " the fellowship of 
His sufferings ; and the power of His re- 
surrection." They realize His nearness to 
them — that their " life is hid with Christ 
in God." Their affections rise to things 
unseen and eternal. Their fellowship is 
with the Father and with His dear Son. 

And this, brethren, is Christianity. 
Nothing superficial here. That which 
elevates the possessor. A pledge of im- 
mortal glory ! 

In attempting an improvement of the 
subject, let me observe, in the first place, 
that in practically obeying this injunction, 
the spiritual prosperity of the Christian is 
greatly advanced ; for he will feel that as 
one dead unto sin, it is indispensable that 
he should avoid all that would tempt to 
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the commission of it ; he will be careful to 
abstain from all ^'appearance of evil;" he 
will be vigilant and prayerful lest, through 
the infirmity of his nature, he should grow 
''weary in well-doing;" should slacken in 
his spiritual course, forgetful that he is 
" alive unto God through Christ :" and he 
will fervently invoke the communications 
of Divine grace to purge the springs of 
thought and imagination, to purify and 
ennoble all his motives, to deepen his faith 
and love, to make him ever mindful that 
he is " created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God bath before ordained 
that he should walk in them;" he will 
"covet earnestly the best gifts;" above 
all, that he may resemble the meek and 
gentle, the pure and loving Jesus ; so that 
it may become evident that the spirit of 
holiness is indeed triumphant in his heart 
and life, that he abounds in fruit — ^the 
fruit of righteousness — to the glory of 
God. 



136 THE BELIEVER 

And how greatly will his consolations in- 
crease ! ^' If a man love me, he will keep 
my words," said our Lord, ''and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him. Led by the 
Spirit, he will walk with God, confiding 
in His care and love and faithfulness ; re- 
joicing in His words of promise " as one 
that finds great spoil." His days wiU be 
as the days of heaven upon earth, as 
he increasingly apprehends the truth of 
his Master's words, " This is life eternal, 
to know Thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent." 

Let me observe, in the next place, that 
uncertainty and darkness in regard to 
their spiritual state, is greatly to be 
dreaded by all who profess and call them- 
selves Christians. It is highly injurious, 
because such uncertainty deprives be- 
lievers of those powerful inducements 
which an assurance of union with Christ 
supplies to walk, as children of the light, 
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consistently with their high vocation; 
steadfastly pursuing the course of holiness, 
that consecrated path to glory, which, "as 
the shining light, shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day.'' How then is it 
with many that this dark uncertainty 
prevails ? Is it that they disbelieve the 
testimony of God ? His repeated declara- 
tions, that those (and those only) who sub- 
mit their souls to Christ for salvation, do 
participate in the precious results of His 
death and resurrection ? If so, then the 
words of St. John, in the tenth and fol- 
lowing verses of his first epistle, are 
applicable to them, " He that belie veth 
not God, hath made ffim a liar, because 
he believeth not the record that God gave 
of His Son : and this is the record, that 
God hath given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in His Son. He that hath the Son 
hath life ; and he that hath not the Son 
hath not life." !N'ow, if this be disbe- 
lieved, — I do not say in words, because 
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none who bear the Christian name can re- 
fuse their assent to the terms of the gospel 
— but if this be practically disbelieved by 
an utter disregard of the inestimable bless- 
ing it presents, it cannot but be that they 
should be uncertain and dark indeed as to 
their spiritual state. So far from being dead 
to sin, sin is in the ascendant: it reigns, and 
well will it be, should any such be now 
present, if he be this day awakened, and 
led to cry to the Almighty Spirit to expel 
the tyrant from his bosom ; and to create 
in him that living faith which shaU unite 
him to the crucified and risen Eedeemer, 
the Fountain of all spiritual and eternal 
life. 

But there may be others, whose chief 
desire it is, clearly to comprehend, and 
unfeignedly to welcome, the glad tidings 
of the gospel ; the discoveries it makes of 
the perfection of Christ's work ; the real 
participation of every believer therein, 
who is in earnest seeking the things that 
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concern their peace, yet are in doubt; 
fearing to " reckon themselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ." 

Now, why is this ? Is it because they 
feel weak and faulty ; hindered in run- 
ning the race set before them by the 
slothfulness of their nature ; the tendency 
of their souls to cleave to the dust ? be- 
cause they find the contest within; the 
flesh striving with the Spirit, and the Spirit 
with the flesh ? For you, my brethren, 
the subject is full of encouragement. Sin, 
though it lives, and harasses, and tempts, 
does not reign. It is hateful to you. 
Once you were careless; now you weep in 
the remembrance of past transgressions ; 
and watch and pray that you may not 
be overcome by temptation. Now your 
soul is athirst for God. You would fain 
be like Him : pure in ^heart ; holy as He 
is holy. You would fain obey Him ; es- 
teeming His service to be perfect freedom. 
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How has this come to pass? because 
" the law of life in Christ Jesus has made 
you free from the law of sin and death.'' 
then reckon that it is so ; that through 
faith in Christ Jesus you are one with 
Him ; and being one with Him, you are 
"dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God;" and you shall find that the joy 
of the Lord is your strength. You shall 
be inspired to go forward. " Forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reach- 
ing forth to those things which are be- 
fore, you shall press towards the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus." 



SEEMON VII. 



THE HAPPY STATE OF THE BELIEYEE. 



BOMANS Tiii, 1. 

*' There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

It is the testimony of God that by the 
offence of one— or by his one offence- 
judgment came upon all men to condemna- 
tion: that, without exception, the race 
of man is guilty before God ; becoming so 
in the moment that Adam fell, having an 
existence in him as the root whence they 
should all spring ; and that to this original 
offence, vast and numberless transgressions 
have been added, exposing men to the 
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awful curse of the violated law ; to the 
sentence not only of exclusion from the 
light and bliss of heaven, but consignment 
to darkness and despair — to the wrath to 
come. It is this which renders the doc- 
trine of " Christ and Him crucified " so 
entirely ^^glad tidings," inasmuch as it 
exhibits a way wherein deliverance, free 
and everlasting deliverance from con- 
demnation, may be experienced, not to the 
prejudice of the claims of justice, but 
rather to their full recognition and satis- 
faction. 

Nor is it the least acceptable accom- 
paniment of this doctrine, that their state 
and conduct who are interested in the rich 
mercies of the gospel have been defined 
so accurately, that no misapprehension 
need exist ; but that, in an examination 
of his characters by the tests presented in 
the word, the enquirer may find a right 
judgment as to his interest or not, in that 
glorious freedom from condemnation with 
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which those are privileged who belong to 
Christ Jesus. 

To the consideration of these points we 
are invited in the text, " There is there- 
fore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

First — We have a declaration of privi- 
lege. 

Secondly. — A definition of conduct. 

First^ a declaration of privilege, "There 
is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus." 

This privilege then, consists of freedom 
from condemnation ; and arises out of union 
to Christ. To be united unto, or to be in 
Him, is the ground or basis of the privi- 
lege. It is by faith that the sinner takes 
refuge in Christ, and rests in Him for 
salvation. This faith is accompanied by a 
persuasion that without Him, apart from 
Him, there is no salvation; that as the 
righteous penalty of his rebellion and dis- 
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obedience, his unholiness and lore of sin, 
the sinner must peruh. Convinced of this, 
by the enlightening grace of the Holy 
Ghost, he is prepared to hail the discoye- 
ries made to him, that by the appointment 
of Grod the Father, and the Son's own Tolnn- 
tary substitution of Himself in place of 
guilty men, His obedience to the precept 
thev had failed to obserre. His endurance 
of the penalty they had incurred. He had 
^^made reconciliation for iniquity and 
bronght in an ererlasting righteousness." 
Perceiving the glory and grace of His 
work, its suitableness and all-sufficiency, 
he is constrained to commit his sonl and 
all his immortal interests to Jesus, as 
"mighty to save." He trusts Him — 
trusts Him only — ^renouncing all other 
wars of salvation as delusive and ruinous. 
By this faith, this divine persuasioi- 
wrought by the Holy Spirit in the heart, 
a livelv union to the Saviour is effected. 
Then we become one with Him, as the 
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branches in the vine ; and derive nourish- 
ment, and vigour, and strength, to produce 
the fruits of holiness : for this faith puri- 
fieth the heart, makes sin hateful, impels 
the possessor to mortify the ungodly prin- 
ciples and dispositions of his evil nature, 
to resist the devil, and to strive to resem- 
ble God in purity and goodness, through 
the might— the omnipotent grace — of the 
Saviour, with whom he is one. This 
union is as entire as that between the 
head and the members of /the natural 
body. To illustrate it, the nearest earthly 
relation is employed; Christ constituting 
the Bridegroom, and His Church — the 
company of all believers — ^the bride. And 
it is thus presented by our Lord in the 
sixth chapter of St. John's Gospel, " He 
that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, dwelleth in me^ and I in him." 

The believer, then, is in Christ ! — in- 
terested in all 4;he love of His heart ; he 
is in His hand, kept, and hidden, and 

L 
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preserved: and thus he says of His sheep, 
his believing people, — " I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand." He represented them when 
He groaned beneath the weight of their 
iniquities in the garden, when He bare 
their sins in His own body on the tree : 
as their Head He rose and ascended, and 
ever lives to intercede for them, and to 
convey to them all the blessings of grace 
and glory. 

Faith identifies the Christian with his 
Saviour from the manger in Bethlehem to 
the mount of ascension, to the throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens. In Him he 
obeys, he suflters, l^e dies; he rises in 
Him, and sits with Him in heavenly 
places. In Him he is complete. His 
life is hid with Christ in God : and when 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall we also appear with Bim in glory. 
" In Christ Jesus." 



OF THE BELIEVER* 147 

And does this union originate in any 
native desire or esteem the sinner has .for 
Jesus ? in any perception of His worth 
and excellency, as a covert from the 
vengeance of an insulted lawgiver, where- 
by the soul gladly resorts to Him for 
shelter ? No. He is despised and 
rejected of men ! Whence the origin of 
this union ? To what must be attributed 
the entrance of the eternal Spirit into the 
heart, producing a living faith — a faith in 
Jesus — a faith uniting to Jesus ? It must 
be ascribed to grace. It must be traced 
up to the loving-kindness of Him whose 
name is Love ; and who, speaking to His 
Church, says, "I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love, therefore with loving- 
kindness have I drawn thee." " Not 
unto us, Lord, not unto us, but unto 
Thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and 
for thy truth's sake." 

Now to them that are in Christ Jesus 
there is no condemnation. Herein con- 
sists the privilege which we consider. 
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And how, to them that are in Christ 
Jems^ can there be any condemnation ? 

How could the descending storm of 
rain touch Noah when he was in the 
ark ? It indeed beat upon and destroyed 
all those who were without the ark — ^the 
world of the ungodly ; but not one drop 
could find entrance to those beneath the 
secure shelter of the Divinely-appointed 
refuge. 

We have seen that, by virtue of the 
believer's imion to Christ Jesus, he is 
interested in all His obedience, sujflferings, 
death, and resurrection : the immense 
amount of his obligations to the law of 
God has been met : all has been discharged 
by the ransom his kinsman-Eedeemer has 
paid down. There is no — ^not one — con- 
dition. No sin is left to condemnation. 
Each one, and all, are atoned for. It is 
true, that, in common with the whole race 
of Adam, he has sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God. That his breaches 
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of the command are many and aggravated; 
that he has incurred a tremendous load of 
guilt; all this is most true. Yet it is 
equally true that his sins are covered; 
his trangressions so entirely washed out 
by the efficacious blood of Jesus, that 
though sought for — sought for by the 
piercing eye of Divine justice — they shall 
not be found. what wonder and 
delight is there when the Holy Spirit first 
shews it to the soul ! — ^first discovers that 
the crimson stream on Calvary is not only 
full of virtue to cleanse, but that by it 
we are cleansed. Who can adequately 
describe the peace, the joy, the bright 
anticipations of glory that are created; 
the grateful surrenders of body, soul, and 
spirit to Him who has redeemed and puri- 
fied them ? And then, . too, that all is 
free — this blessedness conferred without 
money and without pric«r No movement, 
no merit in the creature to induce it ! 
" I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy 
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transgressions for mine own sahe^ and will 
not remember thy sins." ^' He retaineth 
not his anger for ever, because He de- 
lighteth in mercy." And this privilege 
is not deferred. " There is therefore 
NOW no condemnation to them which are 
in Christ »Jesus." Not there shall be 
none at the great day of account, provided 
the believer renders a certain amount of 
obedience; but now, — at this present mo- 
ment, though burdened with a body of 
death; harassed by fears and temptations; 
having to maintain a continual conflict 
with the world, the flesh, and the devil — 
now, even now, being in Jesus, one with 
Him, clothed with the garments of TTia 
perfect salvation, there is no condemnation 
to them. 

And if this be doubted, if this be ques- 
tioned, the truth of God is questioned ! 
The enemy of souls would that we should 
question it. He has ever striven in the 
Church of God, and still strives, to darken 
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and corrupt this glorious doctrine ; and, 
with many, he has succeeded, and still, 
alas ! succeeds. Nothing is a more effect- 
ual preservative against himself, than the 
glad tidings of a free, an all-sufficient and 
accomplished salvation in Jesus ; for this 
alone can lift the soul above his tempta- 
tions — this alone can inspire with vigour 
to run in the way of God's command- 
ments. The great object of the spirit of 
darkness in apostolic days, and ever 
since, has been to bring in '^another gos- 
pel, which," as St. Paul says, ^4s not 
another ; " no gospel, no good news for 
perishing sinners. The enemy of God 
and man would clog the free proclamation 
of infinite grace with conditions. If I 
perform this ; if I do that ; if I go 
through such a round of duties, why 
then I may venture to hope for mercy. 
And thus the soul is kept in bondage; 
and Satan will enlist a man's natural 
reason on his side, and lead him to argue 
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thus : Will the thrice holy Lord God cast 
all my sins beJiind his back ? — ^I, a worth- 
less man, the subject of so much evil? 
Will he blot them out for His own name's 
sake, freely and for ever ? Why, has He 
not said so ? Are not these the terms of 
the gospel covenant, — '^I will put my 
laws into their hearts, and in their minds 
I will write them, and their sins and 
iniquities will I remember no more ? " 
Perish, then, all the reasoning that would 
exalt itself against the truth of God. It 
has robbed not a few of their peace and 
joy, and of their holiness too. This day, 
then, the proclamation continues to go 
forth ; let heaven and earth hear it ; let 
the bright cloud of witnesses who have 
entered the celestial paradise, the ran- 
somed from among men in the upper 
sanctuary; let the Church militant, the 
whole company of believers on earth hear 
it ; and let the Almighty Spirit bear wit- 
ness to its truth in our hearts. " There 
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is therefore now " — ^at the present moment 
— " no condemination to them that are in 
Christ Jesus," 

"Who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit." 

2. This is the second point: a defini- 
tion of conduct. 

In the inspired word, the terms "flesh" 
and " Spirit " have various significations, 
riesh denotes the matter of which animal 
bodies are formed. It is also an expres- 
sive designation of our own kindred. 
"Let not," said Judah to his brethren 
who were about to slay Joseph, " Let not 
our hand be upon him, for he is our 

It aptly represents the weakness of 
fallen man. " Cursed is he," saith the 
Lord, " that maketh^^M his arm," It is 
used for the carnal reason or wisdom of 
man, " Flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven," It signifies outward reli- 
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gious observances, legal works. It does 
so in the third chapter of Galatians, — 
"Having begun in the Spirit, are ye 
now made perfect by the flesh ? " i. e. by 
works of the law, in opposition to the 
grace of the gospel. ^ 

And the term "Spirit," while it signifies 
the Holy Spirit and his influences ; that 
which is spiritual, in contrast with that 
which is earthly and sensual ; so does it 
also denote the gospel. " Who hath made 
us able ministers of the New Testament," 
St. Paul says, " not of the letter, but of 
the Spirit ; for the letter killeth, but the 
Spirit giveth life." " The words that I 
speak unto you," said Christ, " they are 
spirit, aad they are life." 

I have briefly glanced at the various 
meanings these terms bear in Holy Scrip- 
ture, because it is important rightly to 
apprehend their force in the passage before 
us. 

The usual interpretation is, that the 
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walking after the flesh is a course accord- 
ant with the dictates of corrupt nature — 
sinful walking ; and the walking after the 
Spirit, the being governed and directed 
by Him in the ways of holiness. But 
this, though true, is not the whole of the 
truth here signified. The grand subject 
of the Epistle, especially in the five pre- 
ceding chapters, is to prove that sinners 
are justified not by any works of their 
own, but by the faith of the Son of God : 
a truth, of which we need to be con- 
tinually reminded; for in the cordial 
recognition and belief of it alone, are 
we enabled to serve God " in newness 
of spirit." It is to be feared that many 
who professedly hold the doctrine of justi- 
fication by grace, are yet in bondage, 
serving '^ in the oldness of the letter," 
and not " as those who are dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 

The meaning, then, most in agreement 
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with the entire argument of the apostle, 
is this, " who walk not after," or accord- 
ing to, "the flesh" — the old legal cove- 
nant ; seeking to be justified by works — 
^^ but after," or according to, " the Spirit" 
— ^the new covenant of free grace : looking 
for salvation only in and through the 
work of Jesus. And this includes the 
other view to which I have adverted; 
walking " after the flesh " denoting a 
sinful course, and walking "after the 
Spirit" a course of holiness. For no man, 
till he is a new creature in Christ Jesu3 — 
till he is influenced by gospel motives, 
and only in the degree in which he is so 
influenced — does really live to the glory 
of God, bringing forth " fruit unto holi- 
ness, and the end everlasting life." 

The conduct then of those who being 
in Christ are free jGrom condemnation, is 
described both negatively and positively. 

First — Negatively, — "who walk not 
after the flesh" — do not seek by their 
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own works and observances to purchase 
the Divine favour. Once they did, as did 
St. Paul ; but, like him, they have been 
led to renounce as dross all the vain 
things by which their deceived hearts 
thought to merit heaven. Those who walk 
according to the covenant of works, " Do 
this and live" — sin has the dominion 
over them^ for they are not under grace. 
Strive and toil as they will, their works 
are dead; so far short of the law's require- 
ments that every one of them is a sin. A 
man thus influenced, may promise, and 
protest, and resolve, and covenant, that he 
will live to God, — ^that he will not fall 
under the power of any iniquity ; yet, in 
spite of all, he is overcome ; sin will reign; 
for while the law commands, it gives no 
power to obey the command, or to resist 
the. propensities of our corrupt nature. 

Now they that are in Christ do not 
walk after the flesh. Their course is 
described as according to the Spirit. They 
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are persuaded that Jesus is " God manifest 
in the flesh ; " that by His obedience unto . 
death He made an end of sin, and accom- 
plished a perfect righteousness, which is 
^' unto and upon all them that believe." 
On THIS they rest. It constitutes the 
sole foundation of their hope and confl- 
dence. Every other way of obtaining life 
and salvation they renounce. They believe 
that, in the Saviour, grace — omnipotent 
grace — is laid up to subdue all their sins, 
the strongest and most besetting — and 
that, resorting to Him, they shall be sup- 
plied; and, through the supply, shall 
obtain the victory over the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. Their desires, their 
aims, their affections, are new ; they do 
not live to themselves, but to Him who 
died for them — who purchased them with 
His own blood. They have their burdens, 
their sorrows, their temptations indeed to 
bear and to struggle with ; Jbut these only 
constrain them to go to their God, who 
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loved them, and gave His dear Son to die 
for them ; and, by His blessed Spirit, has 
won back their hearts to Himself, to 
spread before Him their fears and their 
wants, and to obtain from Him help in 
every time of need. They walk according 
to the gospel, in the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made them free ; and, nnder 
the elevating sanctifying influence of the 
truth, adorn their profession, and glorify 
their Father in heaven. 

In conclusion, I would remark, that 
union to Christ appears unspeakably im- 
portant. It is clearly implied that if a 
man be not in Christ, he is under con- 
demnation — ^he is so now; that so living 
and dying, " it would have been good for 
that man if he had never been born." 
Without faith, there is no living union to 
Jesus ; and strangers to that union are in 
the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity. 
The only, only means of escape from the 
wrath to come, is by cordially embracing 
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the glorious salvation, so fully made 
known and jEreely presented in the gospel 
of Jesus. If then, through the awakening 
operations of the Spirit; any one is led 
this day to seek the shelter of Calvary, he 
shall not be east out ; his transgressions 
shall not condemn him ; his sins and 
iniquities shall be remembered no more. 
O how vast the inducements to fly for 
refuge to the Saviour ! " There is no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus." 

How momentous and interesting the 
enquiry for each one — ^Am I, indeed, 
united to Christ Jesus ? 

Believers have their doubts and appro- 
h^^nsions. Sometimes, in seasons of de- 
spondency, the suspicion arises — Perhaps, 
after all, I am under a delusion. But 
how am I walking ? Is it according to 
the Spirit ? Where is my trust ? Is it 
in the name of Jesus ? Is that my strong 
tower ? Do I desire His favour, esteem- 
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ing it to be life, His loving-kindness 
better than life itself ? Was it always so ? 
or has a change come over my spirit — old 
things having passed away, and all things 
having become new ? Then there is hope. 
And let the believer, for the revival of 
his faith and love, think much of the 
cross; study the promises, the rich en- 
couragements given to him for his strong 
consolation ; and, above all, see to it, that 
there is no Achan, no accursed thing, no 
cherished evil, darkening and defiling his 
mind, and grieving the Holy Spirit of 
God. Let him be diligent in waiting 
upon God, that his strength may be 
renewed, that he may mount up as on 
eagle's wings, and rejoice that " there is 
now no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit." 



K 



SEEMON VIII. 



CONFIDENCE IN GOD, A SOURCE OF 
CONSOLATION. 



PsALK xxxi, 16. 
"My times are in Thy hand." 

That there are numerous difficulties in 
the career which conducts men from this 
world to that which is to come, is a truth 
evinced throughout the annals of past 
ages, and through the whole range of 
living experience. 

The aspect and immediate character of 
those difficulties appear painful and appal- 
ling ! And mournful would be the condi- 
tion of life, were they to be endured 
without the presence of other agencies, 
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designed for the administration of the 
world. But there are powerful consola- 
tions, to ' which a religious mind may 
resort for succour and support. And these, 
under all circumstances^ are adequate to 
prevent the depressions of despondency, 
and to induce some of the elevations of 

joy. 

It is to a source of support and comfort 
under difficulty that the psalmist is 
evidently referring in the language of the 
text. 

Heavy sorrows at this time pressed upon 
him; for it appears to have been that 
period in his history, when he was reduced 
to the greatest distress by the bitter hos- 
tility of Saul. 

This distress excited (in previous verses) 
his mournful complaint. '^ My life is spent 
with grief, and my years with sighing; 
my strength faileth because of mine 
iniquity, and my bones are consumed. I 
was a reproach among all mine enemies, 

M 2 
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but especially among my neighbours, and 
a fear to mine acquaintance : they that did 
see me without fled from me. I am for- 
gotten as a dead man out of mind : I am 
like a broken vessel. For I have heard 
the slander of many : fear was on every 
side: while they took counsel together 
against me, they devised to take away my 
life." 

Yet, amid this distress, he was not 
in despair ; he knew that he was still 
defended and governed by the ever-blessed 
God. 

And here is the stay upon which he 
quietly reposes — " My times are in Thy 
hand." 

It is vastly important that the same 
reflection should be made by the children 
of God at all times and in all places ; and 
that we should be able, under our own 
circumstances, to assume it for ourselves, 
as essential to the vindication of the 
Divine glory, and the promotion of our 
own personal happiness. 



^^ 
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Let our attention, then, first, be given 
to an illustration of the fact which the 
statement comprehends. And, 

Secondly^ to the results which a recog- 
nition of the fact should produce. 

1. We are to illustrate the fact which 
this statement comprehends. ^^ My times 
are in Thy hand " — under Thy superin- 
tendence and management. 

And here must be considered those 
peculiar seasons which are to be regarded 
as especially under the Divine manage- 
ment. And then, tho principles according 
to which this Divine management is regu- 
lated. 

As to the peculiar seasons pre-eminently 
under the Divine management, we must 
premise that all the events of life must be 
referred to the providential government of 
God. By some, indeed, this is doubted. 
By some denied. And there are but a 
few, who, if they admit the interference 
of God at all in the affairs of men, would 
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limit it to those affairs which they regard as 
being the greatest and most momentous. 
It may be observed in reply, that all the 
revealed perfections of God necessarily 
involve that universal superintendence 
which has been alleged ; that this is con- 
firmed by Holy Scripture, and especially 
by our Lord in that striking address to 
His disciples, "Are not two sparrows sold 
for a farthing ? and one of them shall not 
fall to the ground without your Father. 
But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye 
are of more value than many spar- 
rows." 

But, my brethren, let us notice those 
seasons with regard to which our acknow- 
ledgments must most impressively he made. 
" My times are in Thy hand." 

And, First — ^The time of prosperity. 

There is a lamentable propensity in the 
human mind to ascribe the attainment 
and preservation of prosperity, either to 
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the independent exercise of human skill, 
or to wliat is called good -fortune. 

This propensity existed very early; and 
when the children of Israel were about to 
become established in the land of promise, 
that disposition was specially discouraged. 
"When thou hast eaten and art full, then 
thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for 
the good land which He hath given thee. 
Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy 
God, in not keeping His commandments, 
and His judgments, and His statutes, 
which I command thee this day: lest 
when thou hast eaten and art full, and- 
hast built goodly houses, and dwelt there- 
in ; and when thy herds and thy flocks 
multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is 
multiplied, and all that thou hast is mul- 
tiplied; then thine heart be lifted up, and 
thou forget the Lord thy God, which 
brought thee forth out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage ; who 
led thee through that great and terrible 
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wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and 
scorpions, and drought, where there was 
no water ; who brought thee forth water 
out of the rock of flint ; who fed thee in 
the wilderness with manna, which thy 
fathers knew not, that He might humble 
thee, and that He might prove thee, to do 
thee good at thy latter end ; and thou say 
in thine heart. My power and the might 
of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. 
But thou shalt remember the Lord thy 
God." 

Various appeals in correction of this 
disposition wUl be found in subsequent 
periods of their history. But it must be 
remembered, that although there are not 
many instances, perhaps, in which Divine 
agency is so signally apparent as these ; 
there are no cases in which this Divine 
agency is not equally operative in the pro- 
duction of success. Short-sighted men 
may not perceive, and infidel men may 
refuse to acknowledge it : and yet the 
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agency of God, in every one instance, is 
the one fountain of good. The peace and 
prosperity of a nation are from Him ; and 
well is it that we should remember it in 
these eventful days ! The social comfort 
— the silver and the gold — the elevation 
and the power, are from Him. TJnto His 
name, then, be all the glory and the 
praise ! 

Again, the season of affliction is in His 
hand. It is especially to such a season 
that the psalmist refers in the text. He 
was now very deeply tried, and he recog- 
nized the "times" of his affliction, as 
being in the hand or under the superin- 
tendence of God. And nothing can be 
more important than to recognize that 
trouble does not spring out of the dust, 
and that affliction comes not out of the 
ground. And that, whatever sorrow may 
be imposed on us, whether the failure of 
worldly hopes, the deprivation of earthly 
prosperity, the bereavement of friends, or 
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the visitations of disease, — all these are 
under the arrangement of the Most High. 
" The Lord gave," exclaimed Job, '^ and 
the Lord hath taken away. Blessed be 
the name of the Lord." 

And we are assured, that the afiflictions 
of the children of God are " Hvb chasten- 
inff.^^ ^^^ As many as I love I rebuke and 
chasten." His rebukes constitute the fire, 
the Jire which has been kindled by ffim^ 
into which ffe brings, and by which He 
tries His people! Let but this be felt, 
and adequately estimated, and then will 
arise those results for which the afficted 
Christian will have cause for gratitude 
through eternity ! He shall know to his 
ineffable joy, that though " no chastening 
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous, yet afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruits of holiness to them that 
are exercised thereby." 

Again, the time of death is in the hand 
of God. ^^ Is there not an appointed time 
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to man upon the earth ? " His days are 
determined. In every individual instance 
the messenger of God has his commission 
how and when to strike ; how the mortal 
wound is to be given; when the breath 
must depart- He has fixed the precise 
spot where the foot of the pilgrim shall 
reach the margin of the river; He has 
arranged what shaU be the swiftness of 
the current, and the depth of the water* 
And it is well that we should sympathize 
in the feelings of the patriarch, when he 
affirmed, " All the days of my appointed 
time will I wait till my change come." 

We will now pass from the numerous 
and complicated affairs of life, as requiring 
our practical recognition of an Almighty 
hand, and notice the principles according 
to which the Divine arrangement is regu- 
lated. 

How is it, ,that the times which are in 
the hand of God are regulated by Him ? 

jFVr*^.— There is a principle of sovereignty 
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in that regulation, God conducts all His 
dealings with men as a sovereign : " See 
now that I, even I, am He, and there is 
no God with me ; I kill and I make alive; 
I wound and I heal ; neither is there any 
that can deliver out of my hand," " My 
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure." "He doth according to His 
will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth : and none 
can stay His hand, or say unto Him, 
What doest Thou ? " 

The sovereignty of God in the manage- 
ment of our affairs is founded upon the 
essential glory and majesty of His nature; 
and may not be impugned, or questioned, 
or rebelled against. But in connexion 
with the principle of sovereignty ^ there is 
the principle of justice. Nothing that God 
performs and determines can be otherwise 
than associated with the spotless and un- 
impeachable equity of His nature. " Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right ? " 
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was the appeal of Abraham, in reference 
to the preservation of any who might be 
found righteous in Sodom. ^*Doth God 
pervert judgment ? or doth the Almighty 
pervert justice?" was the challenge of 
one of Job's friends, as he rebuked the 
patriarch's complaint. It is true He may 
sometimes rise up and do "a strange 
work: " He may answer His people by 
terrible things, but they shall be ^Horrible 
things in righteousness : " " Clouds and 
darkness are round about Him, righteous- 
ness and judgment are the habitation of 
His throne." But there is also the prin- 
ciple of mercy. And were it not for the 
constant agency of mercy in our affairs, 
our condition would be one of anguish, 
and lamentation, and woe; and earth 
would bear the lineaments and charac- 
teristics of hell. Taking into account the 
fact of our imiversal sinfulness, and the 
odious character of sin in the estimation 
of a holy God, we might justly have been 
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banished from His presence to realms of 
despair. But the whole universe bears 
this inscription, as the triumph of grace — 
** It is of the Lord's mercies that we are 
not consumed, because His compassions 
fail not : " and the whole Church of the 
sanctified illustrates the declaration of 
infinite love. And if the mercy of God 
must thus be regarded as " over all His 
works,' ^ does not that mercy appear in the 
affairs of those that fear Him ? Is it not 
displayed in all the plenitude of its riches? 
For are not the worst seasons of adversity 
made subservient to their weKare ? Do 
we not read that "all things work to- 
gether for good to those that love God, to 
them who are the called according to His 
purpose;" that their "light afflictions which 
are but for a moment, work for them a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory ; " "that the sufferings of this pre- 
sent time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed " 



A SOUItCE OF CONSOLATION. 175 

in them? It only requires the right appre- 
hension of the designs of God, as He has 
been pleased to reveal them, to know that 
in all things He is rich in mercy, un- 
changing and infinite in loving-kindness. 
And then, combined with sovereignty, 
justice, and mercy, there is wisdom^ — wis- 
dom, in order to produce results from the 
action of human affairs which shall re- 
dound to the highest of all possible ends, 
the supreme glory of God, and the supreme 
happiness of those whom He governs and 
superintends. In all our affairs, in aU 
that concerns the universe, in all that has 
been — ay, and that shall be — dark and 
perplexing as the aspect of public affairs 
may be at present. He has displayed him- 
self, and He will yet gloriously appear, 
the all-wise God, "What if war should 
rage, and distress increase, and the whole 
earth seem to stagger like a drunken man, 
yet our souls may rest in the infinite skill 
and wisdom of the great Pilot of the 
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Tiniverse, who steers " all things after the 
counsel of His own will," to whom be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. 

Let us now proceed to observe the results 
which the recognition of the facts we have 
considered ought to produce. And one 
result should be contentment. Dissatis- 
faction with our lot, whatever that lot may 
be, will, on the principles we have con- 
sidered, at once appear unreasonable and 
sinful. For if it be true that our times 
are in the hand of God, can any manage- 
ment be better than His ? and ought we 
not, then, to be satisfied ? And with con- 
tentment there should be trust ; entire 
confidence in God as to the character of 
His dispensations and the fulfilment of His 
promises. How forcibly is this presented 
in the psalm whence the text is taken : 
" In thee, Lord, do I put my trust ; let 
me never be ashamed. I have hated them 
. that regard lying vanities ; but I trust in 
the Lord. Into thine hand I commit my 
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spirit : Thou hast redeemed me, Lord 
God of truth." And with this encourag- 
ing invitation the' psalm closes — " Be of 
good courage, and He shall strengthen 
your heart, all ye that hope in the Lord." 

Let us consider the manner in which 
the facts respecting tjie Divine procedure 
are ratified by the amazing, the unspeak- 
able gift of God's dear Son : and what 
should be the result upon our minds but 
that entire confidence and repose of spirit 
to which our heavenly Father is entitled. 
" Thou," said the prophet Isaiah, '' wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in 
thee." 

Another result should be gratitude. 

What reason have we personally to 
thank God for the past manifestations of 
the sovereignty, the justice, the mercy, 
and the wisdom of His procedure ! Can we 
not fix upon some seasons, which at the 
time of their occurrence, only seemed to 
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be fall of distress and soiro w ; yet, after 
a little interval, became developed as asso- 
ciated with circumstances in which we 
had reason to rejoice ? Might not this be 
remarkably illustrated in numerous in- 
stances? take only that of Jacob, who, 
when he exclaimed in bitterness and 
grief, ^^ All these things are against me !" 
found in the issue, that the very bereave- 
ments he mourned, and the dangers he 
dreaded, proved, under the tender super- 
intending hand of Gk)d, to be for his 
eventual happiness and welfare, and for 
the preservation and prosperity of his 
family. 

But another result should be anticipated. 
Our existence consists yet, in some mea- 
sure, of what is to come. And the fiiture, 
as to the life that now is, is necessarily 
identified with something beyond,— with 
the unchanging and eternal world. 

And, possibly^ our anticipations have 
sometimes been those of gloom and fear I 
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And, notwithstanding the past mercies 
we have experienced, we have yet dreaded 
the unknown fiiture. But has not this 
been from a forgetfuhiess that our times 
are in His hand, who is rich in mercy to 
all that call upon Him, and who has 
declared that those that trust in Him shall 
never be ashamed ? And should we not 
rather anticipate that we shall assuredly 
find His grace to be sufficient for us; that 
the precious atoning blood of Jesus, which 
first brought peace and tranquillity to our 
spirits, shaU again and again prove a heal- 
ing balm against the alarms of guilt— a 
purifying fountain in which we may wash 
and be clean ; that in all seasons of afflic- 
tion and perplexity. He who has been our 
guide and supporter, and has never failed 
or forsaken us, wiU still be our refuge and 
our strength, our very present help in 
every time of trouble ? And steadfastly 
cleaving to Him as the portion of our 
souls, and enduring to the end, we shall 

N 2 
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be saved — saved with an everlasting sal- 
vation — saved from all evil, to the posses- 
sion and enjoyment of all good. 

Finally, Christian brethren, may it be 
our privilege increasingly to see that all 
that happens to ns is under the superin- 
tendence of our God ; that He is actuated 
by principles accordant with the supreme 
excellency, and majesty, and glory of Hi a 
nature. And, fixed on so firm a founda- 
tion, contentment and trust, gratitude and 
hopeful anticipation, must arise. 

Oh ! let us never be tempted to charge 
God foolishly, when trouble presses heavily 
— but rather cherish the spirit of one who 
in the depths of sorrow exclaimed, ^* It is 
the Lord, let Him do what seemeth Him 
good." What we know not now, we shall 
know hereafter; and be constrained to 
confess He hath done all things well. 

Hippy they who have realized the 
riches of the Divine mercy in connexion 
with the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ! 
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He who spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us, how shall He 
not with Him freely give us all things ? 

But those who are without a living, 
influential faith in Christ Jesus, whatever 
they may possess of present good, are des- 
titute of the one thing needful ; and the 
tremendous issue, if they persist in im- 
penitence and unbelief, must be the loss 
of their souls, and of all good for ever. 
. Well will it be if, while their time is 
yet prolonged, they awake from their 
spiritual slumber, and arise from the dead, 
that Christ may give them light. Then 
they shall begin to taste the felicity of 
being ever under the Divine guidance; 
of knowing that their times are in His 
hand ; and that, come sorrow, come joy — 
come life, come death — ^all shall co-operate 
for their ineffable, unchanging, and eternal 
bliss, in realms of brightness in the world 
of glory. 
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